

Cong ness grills Big lee hover competition, money and power 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY and 

MATTO'BRIEN 

AP Tec hnology Writers 

Big Tech faced tough 
questions this week as fed¬ 
eral lawmakers focused 
on issues of potentially an¬ 
ticompetitive behavior by 
technology giants and ex¬ 
pressed bipartisan skepti¬ 
cism over Facebook's plan 
fora new digital currency. 
Companies such as Ap¬ 
ple, Google, Facebook 
and Amazon have long 
enjoyed nearly unbridled 
growth and a mythic stat¬ 
ure as once-scrappy star¬ 
tups — bom in garages 
and a dorm room and a 
road trip across the United 
States — that grew up to 
dominate their rivals But 
as they've grown more 
powerful, critics have also 
grown louder, questioning 
whether the companies 
stifle competition and in¬ 
novation, and if their influ¬ 
ence poses a danger to 
society. 

Continued on Nextftege 



Facebook Head of Global Policy Development Matt Perault; second liom left; testifies alongside Google Director of Economic 
Policy Adam Cohen, back left; Amazon Associate General Counsel Nate Sutton, second from right; and Apple Vice President for 
Corporate Lawand Chief Compliance OfiicerKyle Andeerduring a House J udiciary subcommittee heating, Tuesday, J uly 16,2019, 
on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Associated Press 
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Rep. David Cicilline, D-R.I., left; chair of the House J udiciaiy an¬ 
titrust subcommittee, speaks alongside tanking member. Rep. 
J im Sensenbienner, R-VUisc., during a House J udiciaiy subcom¬ 
mittee hearing with representatives from major tech compa¬ 
nies; Tuesday, J uly 16, 2019, on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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Continued from Front 

Both Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans had grievances 
to air, even if there wasn't 
much consensus on what 
to do about them. 

A Tuesday afternoon pan¬ 
el of the House Judiciary 


Committee focused on 
whether it's time for Con¬ 
gress to rein in these com¬ 
panies, which are among 
the largest on Earth by sev¬ 
eral measures. Central to 
that case is whether their 
business practices run afoul 


of century-old lawsoriginal- 
ly designed to combat rail¬ 
road and oil monopolies. 
For some legislators, most¬ 
ly Democrats, those laws 
are in need of updates or 
at least more stringent en¬ 
forcement. Ultimately such 
action could lead to break¬ 
ing up big online platforms, 
blocking future acquisitions 
or imposing other limits on 
their actio ns 

Subcommittee chairman 
David Cicilline, a Rhode Is 
land Democrat, charged 
that technology giants 
had enjoyed "de facto im¬ 
munity" thanks to current 
antitrust doctrine, which 
typically equates anti¬ 
competitive behavior with 
higher prices for consum¬ 
ers That allowed them to 
expand without restraint 
and to gobble up potential 
competitors, he argued, 
creating a "startup kill zone" 
that prevents smaller com¬ 
panies from challenging 


incumbents with innovative 
servicesand technology. 

A panel of four mid-level 
executives from the com- 
paniescountered thattheir 
firms continue to innovate, 
that they face vigorous 
competition on all fronts — 
including from one another 
— and, perhaps most of all, 
that they were not monop¬ 
olists in any way, shape or 
form. 

Facebook, for instance, 
has argued that it is not a 
monopoly because it has 
many competitors in busi¬ 
nesses as diverse asprivate 
messaging, photo sharing 
and online advertising. 

So Democratic Rep. Joe 
Neguse of Colorado asked 
Facebook's head of glob¬ 
al policy development, 
Matt Perault, to name the 
world's largest social net¬ 
work by active users. (It is 
Facebook.) When Perault 
said he couldn't, Neguse 
ticked off four of the six 
largest — Facebook, Face- 
bookMessenger, Instagram 
and WhatsApp — and had 
Perault verify that all are 
owned by Facebook. 

'We have a word for that 
and that word is monopoly, 
or at least monopoly pow¬ 
er," Neguse said. 

The company represen¬ 
tatives didn't help their 
case by pleading igno¬ 
rance on multiple occa¬ 
sions Google's director of 
economic policy, Adam 
Cohen, said he was "not 
familiar" with how much 
Google paysApple forthe 
right to supply the default 
search engine for Safari 
on iPhones. (Rep. Jamie 
Raskin, a Democrat from 
Maryland, said It was $9 
billion in 2018 and $12 bil¬ 
lion in 2019.) Cohen also 
said he was "not familiar" 
with allegations of wide¬ 
spread fraudulent listings 
on Google Maps 
Amazon also faced some 
pointed questioning. Cicil¬ 
line asked Nate Sutton, an 
associate general coun¬ 
sel at the online retailer, 


whether it uses the data 
it collects about popular 
products to direct consum¬ 
ers to Amazon's own in- 
house products. 

Sutton said the company 
doesn't use third-party sell¬ 
ers' data to "directly com¬ 
pete" with them. Cicilline, 
affecting disbelief, twice 
reminded Sutton that he 
was under oath. "Amazon 
is a trillion-do liar company 
that runsan online platform 
with real-time data," he 
said. 

Expert witnesses suggested 
it might be time to reassess 
antitrust policy. Timothy Wu, 
a law professor at Colum¬ 
bia University who has ad¬ 
vocated for more expan¬ 
sive antitrust enforcement, 
noted concerns about a 
fall in the number of start¬ 
ups being formed, and 
wondered aloud whether 
the U.S. will remain a place 
where startups thrive and 
launch new industries. 

Fiona Scott Morton, a Yale 
economics professor, ar¬ 
gued that stifled competi¬ 
tion has hampered innova¬ 
tion and hurt both smaller 
businesses and consumers, 
who have no choice but to 
surrender their privacy and 
watch more advertising. 
Others, mostly Republicans, 
rejected what they de¬ 
scribed asa big-is-bad ap¬ 
proach in favor of keeping 
antitrust enforcers narrowly 
focused on protecting con¬ 
sumers when there's clear 
evidence of harm such as 
price gouging. 

Attorney Maureen Ohlhau- 
sen, a former Republican 
commissioner and acting 
chairwoman of the Federal 
Trade Commission, said the 
government can still pro¬ 
tect against anticompeti¬ 
tive behavior without "re¬ 
ducing the focus on con¬ 
sumer welfare." 

She warned against "dras¬ 
tic" steps such as break¬ 
ups that carry "serious risk 
of doing more harm than 
good for competition and 
consumers.'□ 
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Numberof U.& overdose deaths appears to be falling 


By MIKE STOBBE 
AP Medical WHter 
NEWYORK(AP) — U S. over¬ 
dose deaths last year likely 
fell forthe first time in nearly 
three decades, preliminary 
numbers suggest. 

"The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention on 
Wednesday posted data 
showing nearly 68,000 drug 
overdose deaths were re¬ 
ported last year. The num¬ 
ber may go up as more 
investigations are com¬ 
pleted, but the agency ex¬ 
pects the tally will end up 
below 69,000. 

Overdose deaths had 
been climbing each year 
since 1990, topping 70,000 
in 2017. 

"The numbers were cel¬ 
ebrated by the U.S. secre¬ 
tary of health and human 
services. "Uves are being 
saved, and we're begin¬ 
ning to win the fight a gainst 
this crisis," Alex Azar wrote in 
a tweet. 

But the overdose death 
rate is still about seven 
times higher than it was a 
generation ago. 

'We're still in a pretty sad 
situation that we need to 
address," said Rebecca 
Haffajee, a University of 
Michigan researcher. 
Researchers do not believe 
this is the start of a dramat¬ 
ic decline. Data from the 
first monthsof this yea rlikely 
will show thatthe decrease 
is not gaining steam, said 
Farida Ahmad of the CDC's 
National Center for Health 
Statistics. 

The improvement was driv¬ 
en by a drop in deathsfrom 
heroin and prescription 
painkillers. Those falls were 
offset somewhat by con¬ 
tinuing growth in deaths 


involving a different opioid, 
fentanyl, as well as other 
drugs such cocaine and 
methamphetamines. Over¬ 
dose deaths often involve 
more than one drug. 

The improvement is not uni¬ 
form: Some states seem to 
be making dramatic prog¬ 
ress, while deaths continue 
to rise in others. The prelimi¬ 
nary CDC data suggested 
deaths last year were 
down by as many as 1,000 
or more in Ohio and Penn¬ 
sylvania — each seeing de¬ 
clines of about 20% Mean¬ 
while, deaths increased 
by about 17% in Missouri, 
which had more than 200 
additional deaths 
It can take months for au¬ 
thorities to complete toxi¬ 
cology tests and other el¬ 
ements of a death investi¬ 
gation involving drugs. And 
some states report faster 
than others The CDC is 
expected to report more 
complete data later this 
year. 

The current overdose epi¬ 
demic has killed more peo¬ 
ple than any other in U.S. 
history, and it had been on 
a soaring trajectory. From 
2014 to 2017, overdose 
deaths jumped by 5,000 or 
more each year. 

Experts trace the epidem¬ 
ic's origins to 1995 and the 
marketing of the prescrip¬ 
tion painkiller OxyContin. 
It was meant be safer and 
more effective than other 
prescription opioids, but 
some patients got hooked 
and found they could 
crush the tablets and snort 
or inject them to get high. 
Gradually, many turned to 
cheaper street drugs such 
as heroin and fentanyl. In 
2015, heroin began caus¬ 


ing more deaths than pre¬ 
scription pa inkillers or other 
drugs. In 2016, fentanyl and 
its close cousins became 
the biggest drug killer, and 
in 2018 they were involved 
in about 46% of the report¬ 
ed overdose deaths, ac¬ 
cording to the preliminary 
CDC data. 

Strategies to reduce drug 
overdose deaths have in¬ 
cluded tougher policing, 
treatment program expan¬ 
sions, policiesto limit opioid 
painkiller prescriptions and 
wider distribution of the 
overdose-reversing drug 
naloxoneO 



In this April 5, 2019, file photo, containers depicting OxyContin 
prescription pill bottles lie on the ground in front of the Depart¬ 
ment of Health and Human Services' headquarters in Washing¬ 
ton as protesters demonstrate against the FDA's opioid prescrip¬ 
tion drug approval practices. 

Associated Press 
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Nuc lea r industry push for reduced 
oversight gaining traction 


the country's nuclear indus¬ 
try under President Donald 
Trump and already ap¬ 
proved orpending approv¬ 
al by the NuclearRegulato- 
ry Commission, largely with 
little input from the general 
public. 

The nuclear power industry 
says the safety culture at 
the U.S. nuclear industry— 
40 years after partial melt¬ 
down of a nuclear reactor 
at Three Mile Island — is 
"exceptional" and merits 
the easing of government 
inspections. 

Maria Korsnick, president 
of the industry's Nuclear En¬ 
ergy Institute trade group, 
said she welcomed chang¬ 
es in NRC plant oversight 
procedure 'to ensure that 
it reflects a more robust un¬ 
derstanding of the current 
performance of the U.S. 
nuclearfleet." 

Opponents say the chang¬ 
es are bringing the admin¬ 
istration's business-friendly, 
rule-cutting mission to an 
industry — nuclear reactors 
— where the stakes a re too 
high to cut comers. 

While many of the regula¬ 
tory rollbacks happening 
at other agencies under 
the current administration 
may be concerning, 'there 
aren't many that come 
with the existential risks of 
a nuclear reactor having 
a malfunction," said Geoff 
Fettus, an attorney for the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council on nuclear issues. 
This week, the NRC re¬ 
leased staff recommenda¬ 
tions for rollbacks in safety 
inspections for the 90-plus 
U.S. nuclear power plants 
and for less flagging of 
plant problemsforthe pub¬ 
lic. Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers and one NRC commis¬ 
sioner expressed concern 
about the safety risks and 
urged the commission to 


seek broader public com¬ 
ment before proceeding. 
The country's nuclear regu¬ 
lators were looking at 'far- 
reaching changes to the 
NRC's regulatory regime 
without first actively con¬ 
ducting robust public out¬ 
reach and engagement," 
New Jersey Democrat 
Frank Pa Hone J r., chairman 
of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, 
sa id in a letterto NRC C ha ir- 
woman Kristine Svinicki. 
Svinicki and two other NRC 
commissioners did not re¬ 
spond Wednesday to re¬ 
quests for comment made 
through the agency's pub¬ 
lic affairs staff. NRC pub¬ 
lic affairs director David 
Castelveter said the NRC 
would respond directly to 
lawmakers on Pa Hone's let¬ 
ter. 

A fourth commissioner, J eff 
Baran, spoke out Tuesday, 
saying he opposed cutting 
inspections and reducing 
oversight. Baran called for 
more public input on pro¬ 
posed rollbacks. 

Nuclear regulators post no¬ 
tices of meetings on pro¬ 
posed rollbacks on over¬ 
sight of nuclear power 
plants on the NRC website. 
Lawmakers complained 
there's been scant notice 
to the public atlarge about 
the meetings or proposals. 
In general, according to 
attendance logs, the roll¬ 
backs are being hashed 
out at meetings attended 
almost solely by NRC staff 
and nuclear industry rep¬ 
resentatives Occasionally, 
a single reporter or repre¬ 
sentative forprivate groups 
monitoring or opposing 
nuclear power is shown as 
attending. Korsnick, the in¬ 
dustry trade group head, 
said the safety of workers 
and the public remains the 
priority.O 


In this March 22, 2019 file photo, the consbuction site of Vogtle 
Units 4 at the Alvin W. Vogtle Electric Generating Plant is seen, 
Friday, March 22, 2019 in Whynesboro, Ga. 

Associated Press 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Fewer 
mock commando raids to 
test nuclear power plants' 
defenses against terror¬ 
ist attacks Fewer, smaller 
government inspections 
for plant safety issues Less 
notice to the public and 
to state governors when 
problems a rise. 

They're part of the money¬ 
saving rollbacks sought by 
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Joaquin 'El Chapo 1 Guzman sentenced 
to life in prison 



In this c ourtroom sketc h, J oaquin "El C hapo" G uzman, foreground right; reads a state merit through 
an interpreterduring his sentencing in federal court; Wednesday, J uly 17,2019, in New Yoik. 

Associated Press 


By TOM HAYS and CLAUDIA 
TORRENS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mexican 
drug kingpin and escape 
artist Joaquin "El Chapo" 
Guzman was sentenced 
Wednesday to life behind 
bars in a U.S. prison, ex¬ 
pressing no remorse over 
his conviction for a mas¬ 
sive drug conspiracy that 
spread murder and may¬ 
hem for more than two de¬ 
cades 

Instead, a defiant Guz¬ 
man took a parting shot at 
a judge in federal court in 
Brooklyn by accusing him 
of making a mockery of 
the U.S. justice system in re¬ 
fusing to order a new trial 
based on unsubstantiated 
allegations of juror miscon¬ 
duct. 

"My case was stained and 
you denied me a fair trial 
when the whole world was 
watching," Guzman said 
through an interpreter. 
Experts say he will likely wind 
up at the federal govern¬ 
ment's Supermax prison in 
Florence, Colorado, where 
inmates are held alone for 
23 hours a day and have 
little human interaction. 
"Since the government will 
send me to a jail where 
my name will not ever be 
heard again, I take thisop- 
portunity to say there was 
no justice here," he said. 

The 62-year-old drug lord 
- sporting his trademark 
moustache after being 
clean-shaven during his 
trial - also used what could 
be hislastchance to speak 
in public by complaining 
about being kept in solitary 
confinement since he was 
brought to the U.S. to stand 
trial after twice breaking 
out of Mexican prisons. 
Before handing down 
the sentence, U.S. District 
Judge Brian Cogan said 
Guzman's complaints were 
minor given the "mountain 
range of evidence"against 
him detailing conduct he 
described as "evil." 

On Wednesday, the judge 
heard from one of Guz¬ 
man's alleged victims, An¬ 
drea Velez Fernandez, who 
once worked for him until 
she made his enemy list. 


She claimed he put out a 
$1 million bounty to have 
her killed. 

"Fortunately, I found out 
and escaped with the help 
of the FBI," she said. 
Guzman had no visible re¬ 
action at hearing his sen¬ 
tence. As he stood to be 
led out of the courtroom, 
he put his hand on his heart 
and waved to family mem¬ 
bers. 

Outside court, U.S. Attorney 
Richard Do nog hue told re¬ 
porters: "Never again will 
Guzman pour poison over 
ourborders." 

"The term - life plus30 years 
- was a foregone conclu¬ 
sion. Ihe guilty verdict on 
drug-traffic king charges 
in February triggered a 
mandatory sentence of 
life without parole . Cogan 
also ordered Guzman to 
pay $12.6 billion in ill-gotten 
proceeds - money his drug- 
traffic king organization 
made distributing cocaine 
and otherdrugsaround the 
United States. 

Ihe evidence at an 11- 
week trial showed that 
Guzman's Sinaloa cartel 
was responsible for smug¬ 
gling mountains of cocaine 
and other drugs into the 
United States during his 
25-year reign, prosecutors 
said in recent court papers 


Ihey also said his "army of 
sicarios" was under orders 
to kidnap, torture and mur¬ 
der anyone who got in his 
way. 

Ihe defense argued he was 
framed by other traffickers 
who became government 
witnesses so they could get 
breaks in their own cases 
Ihey also claimed his trial 
was tainted by jurors im¬ 
properly viewing media 
coverage of the highly 
publicized case. 

"A fair outcome was a fair 
trial - that's all we wanted," 
defense attorney Jeffrey 
Uchtman told reporters 
Wednesday outside the 
federal courthouse. "It was 
not justice. We can't have 
a situation where the jurors 
are running around lying to 
a judge about what they 
were doing." 

Guzman has been largely 
cut off from the outside 
world since his extradi¬ 
tion in 2017. U.S. authorities 
have kept him in an ultra- 
secure unitata Manhattan 
jail and underdose guard 
at his appearances at the 
Brooklyn courthouse where 
his case unfolded. 

While the trial was dominat¬ 
ed by Guzman's persona 
as a near-mythical outlaw 
who carried a diamond- 
encrusted handgun and 


stayed one step ahead 
of the law, the jury never 
heard from Guzman him¬ 
self, except when he told 
the judge he wouldn't tes¬ 
tify. 

But evidence at Guzman's 
trial suggested his decision 
to stay quiet at the defense 
table was against his na¬ 
ture: Cooperating witness¬ 
es told jurors he was a fan 
of his own rags-to-riches 
narco story, always eager 
to find an author or screen¬ 
writer to tell it. He famous¬ 
ly gave an interview to 
American actorSean Penn 
while he was a fugitive, hid¬ 
ing in the mountains after 
accomplices built a long 
tunnel to help him escape 
from a Mexican prison. 

At the trial, Guzman's law¬ 
yers argued he was the 
fall guy for other kingpins 
who were better at paying 
off top Mexican politicians 
and law enforcement of¬ 
ficials to protect them 
while the U.S. government 
looked the other way. They 
said witnesses' descriptions 
of El Chapo leading a lav¬ 
ish lifestyle featuring private 
planes, beachfront villas 
and a private zoo were 
overblown, and thatthere's 
no chance the U.S. gover- 
mentcould collectthe mul- 
tib illio n-d o lla r fo rfe iture .□ 
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U.S heatwave just warming up for long and scorching weekend 



Russ Wilson splashes water on his lace from a fountain in New Yoik, Wednesday, J uly 17,2019. The 
heatwave thathasbeen roasting much of the U.S in recent days is just getting waimed up, with 
temperatures expected to soarto dangerous levels through the weekend. 

Associated Press 


By COREY WILLIAMS and 
SE1H BORENSTEIN 
Associated ness 
DETROIT (AP) — The heat 
wave that has been roast¬ 
ing much of the U.S. in re¬ 
cent days is just getting 
waimed up, with tempera¬ 
tures expected to soar to 
dangerous levels through 
the weekend. 

Communities are prepar¬ 
ing by offering buildings as 
cooling centers and ask¬ 
ing residents to check in on 
relativesand neighbors. Of¬ 
ficials also are concerned 
about smog, which isexac- 
erbated by the heat and 
makes it more difficult for 
certain people to breathe, 
including the very young, 
the elderly and people with 
asthma or lung diseases. 
More than 100 local heat 
records are expected to 
fall Saturday, according to 
the National Weather Ser¬ 
vice. Most won't be record- 
daily highs but record-high 
nighttime lows, and that 
lack of cooling can be 
dangerous, meteorologists 
say. Temperatures in parts 
of the East won't drop be¬ 
low the mid- to upper-70s 
or even 80 degrees (26.7 
Celsius) at night, he said. 
The heat wave will likely 
be "short and searing," 
said Greg Carbin, forecast 
branch chiefforthe weath¬ 
er service's Weather Predic¬ 
tion Center. 

A high pressure system 
stretching from coast-to- 
coast is keeping the heat 
turned on. The heat and 
humidity are made to feel 
worse by the large amount 
of moisture in the air com¬ 
ing fromthe Gulf of Mexico, 
much of it left over from 
Hurricane Barry. 

The heat index, which is 
what the temperature feels 
like, should hit 110(43.3Cel¬ 
sius) in Washington, D.C., on 
Saturday and 109 (42.8 Cel¬ 
sius) in Chicago and Detroit 
on Friday, said Jeff Mas¬ 
ters, meteorology director 
of Weather Underground. 
Wednesday marked Wash¬ 
ington's seventh straight 
day with temperatures of 
at least 90 degrees (32.2 
Celsius), and that streak 
was expected to last for 
another five days. 

An experimental weather 
service forecast projects 


that nearly 100 local re¬ 
cords will be broken Thurs¬ 
day and Friday in Texas, 
Oklahoma, parts of the 
Midwest and a large swath 
of the East Coast. On Satur¬ 
day, 101 records could fall 
in an area stretching from 
Texas to Iowa and east to 
Maine and Florida, accord¬ 
ing to projections. 

Deloris Knight said she will 
keep the heat out of her 
eastside Detroit home by 
keeping herdoorsand cur¬ 
tains closed while running 
the small window aircondi- 
tionerin her living room. 

'We have a couple of big 
fans. We have ceiling fans," 
Knight, 63, said Wednesday 
while enjoying tempera¬ 
tures in the mid-80s (about 
29 degrees Celsius) from 
her front porch. "I keep 
lemonade and gallons of 


frozen water in the refrig¬ 
erator. At night, we're in the 
house." 

Even that may not provide 
enough relief for some, es¬ 
pecially foryoung children, 
the elderly or people with 
certain chronic illnesses 
The Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency's live air qual¬ 
ity tracker reported that 
the air was "unhealthy" 
Wednesday for sensitive 
groups in a stretch of the 
East Coast from Baltimore 
to Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
including Philadelphia and 
New York City. 

Such heat can be dead¬ 
ly. Over three days in J uly 
1995, morethan700people 
died during a heatwave in 
Chicago as temperatures 
rose above 97 degrees 
(36.1 Celsius). Many of the 
dead were poor, elderly 


and lived alone. 

"Daytime hours when the 
sun is out is clearly our high¬ 
est risk periods," said Dr. 
Michael Kaufmann, EMS 
medical director with the 
Indiana Department of 
Homeland Security. 'We're 
not expecting the drops 
in temperature at night — 
or the humidity — that we 
often realize when the sun 
goesdown." 

Roger Axe, who heads the 
emergency management 
agency in India na'sGreene 
County, said he has asked 
churchesand otherongani- 
zationsto open their doors 
as "possible lifesaving cool¬ 
ing centers." 

Officials in the Detroit sub¬ 
urb of Westland will keep 
the police station lobby 
and one of its fire stations 
open around the clock. 


The Chicago suburb of Or- 
land Park also opened its 
police station as its primary 
24-hour cooling center. 
Kelly Boeckman, 31, 
and Taylor Knoll, 28, met 
Wednesday morning — 
when the heat was still 
bearable — to chat at a 
patio table in downtown 
Jefferson City, Missouri. 
Both have young children 
a nd sa id they a re c a reful to 
keep them hydrated and 
protected from the heat. 
'We definitely aren't doing 
outside activities forthe af¬ 
ternoon and evening,even 
though they want to some¬ 
times," said Boeckman, 
who has 6-year-old twins 
and a 3 year old. They're 
"playing early, (getting) lots 
of water and hydration, 
(and) staying in the shade 
when we are outside." 
Steve Owen, a 54-year-old 
bus driver from Roeland 
Park, Kansas, dumped wa- 
teron his head to stay cool 
Wednesday while wait¬ 
ing to pick up a day care 
group from the local pool. 
"I'm usually revived and 
feeling much better," he 
said after drenching him¬ 
self. 'That usually gets me 
through." 

The heat also can take a 
toll on pets and other ani¬ 
mals Officials at the Brook¬ 
field Too near Chicago 
have spent the past few 
dayspreparing. 

Blocks of ice weighing 
about 300 pounds (136 
kilograms) were being 
trucked in forthe polarand 
grizzly bears, and the zoo 
planned to give ice cubes 
to the reindeer. Additional 
animals were being given 
access to indoor quarters 
starting Thursday. 

'The welfare of the animals 
is our top priority," said zoo 
spokeswoman Sondra Kat- 
zen. 

The same is true at the Un- 
coln Park Zbo in Chicago, 
where some animals have 
cooling stations in their 
enclosures and space off- 
exhibit where they can go 
to cool down, said general 
curator Dave Bemier. 
"Idon'texpectitto be much 
change in attendance,"he 
said. 'Once they decide 
they want to go to the zoo 
on the weekend, that's usu¬ 
ally where they go.'□ 
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California pot regulators 
struggling with job, audit says 


By MICHAELR. BLOOD 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

agency overseeing Califor¬ 
nia's legal marijuana mar¬ 
ket hasbeen overmatched 
by the job and is struggling 
to hire sufficient staff and 
set an overall strategy for 
the nation's largest can¬ 
nabis economy, an audit 
found. 

About two-thirds of the 219 
staff positions authorized 
forthe Bureau of Cannabis 
Control remain unfilled, ac¬ 
cording to an audit by the 
state Finance Department. 
A shortage of staff in the 
enforcement unit is hinder¬ 
ing the agency's ability to 
conduct investigations. 
While the cannabis bureau 
is in its relative infancy and 
has established a founda¬ 
tion to oversee the market, 
'the current status and lo¬ 
cation of personnel is not 
sustainable to provide ef¬ 
fective and comprehen¬ 
sive oversight of cannabis 
activities throughout Cali¬ 
fornia," according to the 
audit, which was released 
earlierthis month, 
fhe problems outlined in 
the audit provide a back- 
story to the uneven roll¬ 
out of the state's legal pot 
market, which kicked off 
sales on J an. 1, 2018. By just 
about any measure, Cali¬ 
fornia's effort to transform 
its longstanding illegal and 
medicinal marijuana mar¬ 
kets into a unified, multibil- 
lion-dollar industry remains 
a work in progress. 

Legal shops must compete 
with thriving underground 
sales, and companies say 
hefty tax rates make it hard 
to lure customers. A prom¬ 
ised state tax windfall has 
yet to arrive, and licensing 
has been slow and prob¬ 
lematic. 


While legal cannabis is be¬ 
ing sold around California, 
it's unavailable in many ar¬ 
eas because local govern¬ 
ments have banned sales 
or not set up rules for the 
market to operate. A le¬ 
gal fight is underway over 
home deliveries into com¬ 
munities that have banned 
commercial potsales 
In a lengthy response, the 
Department of Consumer 
Affairs, which oversees 
the cannabis bureau, said 
the agency faced a rigid 
deadline to adopt regula¬ 
tions and begin issuing li¬ 
censes in 2018. 

Regulators hit that target, 
but the agency acknowl¬ 
edged it faced a maze of 
shifting legislation and re¬ 
lated requirements, includ¬ 
ing hiring staff, conduct¬ 
ing studies, finding office 
space, entering into con¬ 
tracts for basic equipment 
and services, designing an 
online system and review¬ 
ing license applications. 

The agency disputed some 
findings and argued that 
it met or exceeded its re¬ 
sponsibilities despite the 
challenges 

"Unlike most state govern¬ 
ment programs, the bu¬ 
reau was simultaneously 
starting from the ground up 
on multiple fronts," the re¬ 
sponse said. 

Lori Ajax, the state'stop pot 
regulator, said the audit 
recognized the agency's 
ability to establish a com¬ 
plex regulatory system 
"under challenging condi¬ 
tions" 

She said the agency wel¬ 
comed the audit's recom¬ 
mendations to "strengthen 
ouroperationsaswe move 
forward." 

The audit did not exam¬ 
ine two other agencies 
involved in pot regula¬ 


tion — the Department 
of Food and Agriculture, 
which oversees cultivation, 
and the Public Flealth De¬ 
partment, which regulates 
manufacturers.The primary 
source of revenue for the 
agency is from application 
and license fees. About 
$200 million was expected 
to come in through June 
30, 2019, but the bureau 
has collected only $2 mil¬ 
lion asof J anuary 2019.Q 



This Sept 11, 2018, file photo shows cannabis plants growing at 
a greenhouse at SLOgrown Genetics in the coastal mountain 
range of San Luis Obispo, Calif. 
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Relatives of victims mark 5th anniversary of MH17 downing 



Inthislhuisday, J uly 17,2014 file photo, people walkamongstthe debris at the crash site ofa pas¬ 
senger plane nearthe village of Grabove, Ukraine. 

Associated Press 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated ness 
Vlj FHUIZEN, Netherlands 
(AP) — With songs, speech¬ 
es and solemn silence, 
relatives and friends on 
Wednesday commemorat¬ 
ed the 298 passengensand 
crew killed five years ago 
when a missile blew Ma¬ 
laysia Airlines Flight 17 out 
of the sky above war-tom 
eastern Ukraine. 

Centralto the memorialser- 
vice at a Dutch monument 
to the MH17 disaster was 
the reading of the names 
of all those who died when 
a Buk missile shattered the 
Boeing 777, which was 
heading from Amsterdam 
to Kuala Lumpur in Malay¬ 
sia, as it passed over east¬ 
ern Ukra ine o n J u ly 17,2014. 
It took nearly a halfhourfor 
family and friends — some 
choking back tears — to 
read out the names and 
ages of the victims. 

"Miss you sis," said Monika 
Beaujean, as she read out 
the name of her twin sister, 
Gaby Lauschet from Syd¬ 
ney, Australia. 


Beaujean travelseach year 
from her home in Brisbane 
to be at the annual memo¬ 
rial services 

'She's my twin sister, and 
when that happened I 
thought I'm losing a wing," 


she said. "And forme it is so 
important to come backto 
try to fly with one wing, and 
I'm hoping that I can do 
that one day." 

The service, attended by 
more than 1,000 people, 


happened at a monu¬ 
ment surrounded by trees, 
one planted for each vic¬ 
tim, close to Schiphol Air¬ 
port, where the passengers 
boarded the flight. 

Nearly 200 of the victims 


were Dutch; the others 
came from a variety of 
countries, including Malay¬ 
sia, Australia, Canada, Brit¬ 
ain and Belgium. 

In the five years since the 
plane was shot down, a 
Dutch crash investigation 
ruled that a Buk surface- 
to-air missile brought down 
the Boeing 777. 

A separate criminal investi¬ 
gation concluded that the 
missile system was trucked 
into Ukraine from Russia. 
Last month, a Joint Investi¬ 
gation Team made up of 
detectives from the Neth¬ 
erlands, Malaysia, Austra¬ 
lia, Ukraine and Belgium 
said it will prosecute four 
suspects, in their absence 
if necessary, at a trial set to 
start in March. 

The suspects are three Rus¬ 
sia nswith linksto theircoun- 
try's intelligence services 
and a Ukrainian who led a 
separatist combat region in 
Ukraine's Donetsk region. 
They are charged with in¬ 
volvement in the murder 
of all those who lost their 
livesQ 


Germany: leader of Meikel party takes overdefense ministry 


By G EIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — The new 

leader of Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel's party took 
over Germany's defense 
ministry on Wednesday in a 
risky but potentially reward¬ 
ing move, reversing her 
previous insistence that she 
wouldn't join the Cabinet. 
Annegret Kramp-Kanen- 
bauer succeeded Ursula 
von der Leyen, who was 
elected Tuesday as the 
new head ofthe European 
Commission. 

Kramp-Karrenbauer nar¬ 
rowly won the leadership of 
Merkel's center-right Chris¬ 
tian Democratic Union in 
December. She has con¬ 
centrated so far on trying 
to renew the party, among 
otherthingsseeking to heal 
divisions with conservatives 
who were irked by Merkel's 
welcoming approach to 
migrants in 2015 and other 
moves. 

However, she has seen her 
poll ratings drop sharply fol¬ 
lowing several gaffes, and 
has struggled to raise her 



Rom right; German Chancellor Angela Meikel, new elected 
European Commission Resident Ursula von der Leyen and An¬ 
negret Kramp-Karrenbauer, von der Leyen's successor as Ger¬ 
man Defense Minister, attend an office over ceremony at the 
Bellevue Ralace in Beilin, Geimany, Wednesday, J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 

profile given that she lacks also wasn't in the Cabinet, 
a seat in parliament and Kramp-Karrenbauer had 


insisted in recent days that 
she would continue to con¬ 
centrate on the party, but 
has now changed tack 
abruptly. 

Merkel says she won't seek 
a fifth term as chancellor. 
It isn't yet c lea r who will run 
asthe CDU'scandidate for 
chancellor in Germany's 
next election, which is due 
in 2021 but could come 
earlierif herfractious coali¬ 
tion with the struggling cen¬ 
ter-left Social Democrats 
collapses. 

The defense ministry offers 
Kramp-Karrenbauer, 56, 
who has served as gover¬ 
nor of Saarland state but 
not in the federal govern¬ 
ment, a chance to gain 
foreign and security policy 
experience. 

But it also is notoriously dif¬ 
ficult to run, with concerns 
including the poor state 
of the Genuan military's 
equipment and managing 
a transition from conscrip¬ 
tion to a professional force. 
While von der Leyen's un¬ 
expected elevation to the 
European Union's top job 


after 5 V 2 years as defense 
minister suggests that the 
post can be a springboard 
to promotion, it has left 
most recent occupants as 
diminished figures in do¬ 
mestic politics. Von der 
Leyen herself was long con¬ 
sidered a potential sueces- 
sorto Merkel but faded out 
of contention while at the 
defense ministry. 

An ambitious younger 
conservative who also ran 
in last year's CDU leader¬ 
ship election, Health Minis¬ 
ter J ens Spahn, had been 
considered favorite to be¬ 
come defense minister. 
Kra mp-Ka rrenba ue^s move 
to take the job avoids giv¬ 
ing a potential rival more 
exposure. 

Kramp-Karrenbauer didn't 
address the reasons forher 
choice in brief remarks to 
reporters at the defense 
ministry, and took no ques¬ 
tions. She said she was tak¬ 
ing on the job "with great 
respect, whole-heartedly 
and full of conviction," and 
is 'Very much looking for¬ 
ward to this task. 
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With Big lech's dominance under scrutiny, EU probes Amazon 



European Commissioner for Competition Maigrethe Vesta ger, center, speaks with European 
Commissioner for Economic and Financial Aflaiis Pierre Moscovici, second left; and European 
Commissioner for Migration and Home Aflaiis Dimitris A via mopoulos, left; during the weekly col¬ 
lege meeting at EU headquaiteis in Biussels, Wednesday, J uly 3, 2019. 

Associated Ftess 


By CARLO HOVANO 
RAFCASERT 

BRUSSELS (AP) — While the 
U.S. Congress talks about 
reining in big tech compa¬ 
nies, Europe is taking ac¬ 
tion. 

Ihe European Union said 
Wednesday it is investigat¬ 
ing whether Amazon uses 
data from independent 
retailers to gain an unfair 
advantage, a decision that 
could lead to changes in 
how the internet's biggest 
marketplace works. 

The move echoes similar 
antitrust actions against 
Google and Microsoft that 
have led to billions in fines. It 
also contrasts with U.S. law¬ 
makers' slower approach 
to the issue, as they start 
discussing how to curb the 
growing power of the tech 
industry's titans. A Tuesday 
hearing in Washington 
looked into whether the 
companies' business prac¬ 
tices run afoul of century- 
old laws originally designed 
to combat railroad and oil 
monopolies. Any U.S. ac¬ 
tion is still a long time away. 
The EU's a ntitrust c hief, M a r- 
grethe Vestager, said she's 
taking a "very close look"at 
Amazon's dual role as mar¬ 
ketplace and retailer. 

In addition to selling itsown 
products, Amazon allows 
third-party retailers to sell 
their goods through its site. 
Last year, more than half of 
the items sold on Amazon 
worldwide were from third- 
party sellers. 

In doing so, Amazon col¬ 
lects data about activity 
on its platform that, the EU 
says, it might be able to use 
to favor its own products 
for sale. In particular, the 
EU will look at how Amazon 
determines which trader 
is selected as the default 


seller of an item that a cus- 
to me r wants to buy. 

"The EU opened a prelimi¬ 
nary probe into the issue 
lastyear, and Vestagersaid 
it has shown that "Amazon 
appears to use competi¬ 
tively sensitive information - 
about marketplace sellers, 
theirproductsand transac- 
tionsonthe marketplace." 
The investigation could 
lead to finesand eventually 
cause Amazon to change 
the way it works. Previous 
EU antitrust cases have 
resulted in such change, 
though it is unclear how 
big their ultimate impact 
has been in addressing the 
EU'sconcems. Forexample, 
Google had to tweak the 
display of search results, 
which the EU had said fa¬ 
vored Google goods and 
services. 

Amazon said it "will cooper¬ 
ate fully with the European 
Commission and continue 
working hard to support 
businesses of all sizes and 
help them grow." 


During Tuesday's hear¬ 
ing before a House panel, 
Amazon associate general 
counsel Nate Sutton said 
Amazon has an incentive 
to keep third-party sellers 
strong because they make 
up nearly 60% of unit sales 
for Amazon and are grow¬ 
ing twice as fast as Ama¬ 
zon's own retail operations. 
Under questioning, Sutton 
insisted that Amazon uses 
data to serve customers 
but not to directly com¬ 
pete with them. His remarks 
echoed executive Jeff 
Wilke's insistence in June 
that no one inside Amazon 
shares seller data to create 
competing Amazon pri¬ 
vate-label products, such 
asSolimo papertowelsand 
Amazon Basics batteries. 

In a parallel but separate 
case, Germany's competi¬ 
tion regulatorsaid Wednes¬ 
day that Amazon was 
changing some of its busi¬ 
ness conditions for traders 
on its online marketplace 
worldwide afterthe regula¬ 


tor raised concerns about 
some terms. The case is not 
like the EU's probe about 
data on traders, but about 
contractual terms such asa 
one-sided exemption from 
liability to Amazon's benefit 
aswell asthe place of juris¬ 
diction for disputes 
Other EU countries like Aus¬ 
tria, Luxembourg and Italy 
are also independently 
investigating Amazon but 
EU spokeswoman Lucia 
Caudet said the national 
probes did not overlap with 
the EU investigation. 

Ihe EU's investigations into 
majorcompanieslike Ama¬ 
zon have led the way in a 
global push to more tightly 
regulate tech giants, as 
many governments won¬ 
der if they are becoming 
too big forthe good of the 
widereconomy. 

Among the key questions 
are not only whether the 
tech giants abuse their 
market dominance to 
choke off competition, po¬ 
tentially stifling choice for 


consumers and innovation, 
but also whether they are 
adequately protecting us¬ 
ers' data and paying their 
fair share of taxes in coun¬ 
tries where they operate. 
U.S. authorities have start¬ 
ed to follow Europe's lead 
in taking a closer look at 
the big tech companies, 
particularly afterthe scan¬ 
dal in which Facebookwas 
found to have allowed 
data on millions of people 
to be used by other com¬ 
panies, including to try to 
influence the 2016 election 
that made Donald Trump 
the new U.S. president. Ac¬ 
cording to published re¬ 
ports, U.S. regulators are 
poised to fine Facebook $5 
billion forthat scandal, but 
the widerdebate of reining 
in tech companies' powers 
hasonly just begun. 

Ihe House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee in the U.S. is investi¬ 
gating the market power 
of Facebook, Google, 
Amazon and Apple. Con¬ 
gress also held two days 
of hearings this week on 
Facebook's plan to create 
a digital currency, Libra, 
which governments in the 
U.S. and Europe have been 
skeptical about. 

In Europe, one of the big 
questions is how to tax 
these companies, which 
do huge business across 
the continent but pay taxes 
only in the EU nation where 
their local headquarters 
are based, often a low-tax 
haven like Luxembourg or 
the Netherlands. The result 
is they pay a far lower tax 
rate than traditional busi¬ 
nesses. 

France hastried to address 
the problem by unilaterally 
proposing a 3% tax on big 
tech companies' revenue 
in the countryO 
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Iran's top diplomatwalks back from remark on missile talks 



Iran's Foreign Minister J avad Zarif prepares to address the High Level Political Forum on Sustain¬ 
able Development; at United Nations headquarters, Wednesday, J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By AMIR VAHDAT 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — 

Iran's foreign minister said 
Wednesdaythathiscountry 
hasno choice but to manu¬ 
facture missiles for defense 
purposes— comments that 
reflect more backtracking 
after a remark by the top 
diplomat suggesting the 
missiles could be up for ne¬ 
gotiations. 

Mohammad Javad Srif 
said in an interview with 
NBC News that aired ear¬ 
lier this week that if the U.S. 
wants to talk about Iran's 
missiles, it needs'first to stop 
selling all these weapons, 
including missiles, to our re¬ 
gion." 

Iran has long rejected ne¬ 
gotiations over its ballistic 
missile program, which re¬ 
mains under the control 
of the Iranian paramili¬ 
tary Revolutionary Guard 
that answers only to Su¬ 
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

Ihe foreign minister's re¬ 
marks suggested a possible 
opening for talks as ten¬ 


sions remain high between 
Tehran and Washington. 

But the Iranian mission to 
the United Nations prompt¬ 
ly called Tanfs suggestion 
purely "hypothetical" and 
said the Iranian missiles 
were "absolutelyand under 


no condition negotiable 
with anyone or any coun¬ 
try, period." 

In Tehran, the Foreign Min¬ 
istry's spokesman, Abbas 
Mousavi, tweeted late on 
Tuesday that Srif's com¬ 
ments meant to challenge 


Washington and 'threw the 
ball into the U.S. court while 
challenging America's arm 
sales" to its Mid east allies. 
Srif himself on Wednesday 
backpedaled on the mis¬ 
siles issue, saying Iran has 
no choice but to manufac¬ 


ture the missiles for its own 
defense. 

He cited the 1980sIran-lraq 
war and tweeted that, "For 
8 YEARS, Saddam (Hussein) 
showered our cities with 
missiles & bombs provided 
by Ea st & West. M ea nwhile, 
NO ONE sold Iran any 
means of defense. We had 
no choice but building our 
own. Now they complain." 
"Instead of skirting the issue, 
US must end arms sales to 
Saddam's reincarnations," 
7a rif a Iso sa id. 

Tensions between Teh¬ 
ran and Washington have 
sharply escalated since 
President Donald Trump 
unilaterally last year with¬ 
drew America from the nu- 
cleardeal between Tehran 
and world powers and re¬ 
imposed sanctions on Iran, 
sending its economy into 
freefall. America has also 
rushed thousands of ad¬ 
ditional troops, an aircraft 
earner, nuclear-capable 
B-52 bombers and ad¬ 
vanced fighter jets to the 
Mid east amid unspecified 
threats from Iran. □ 


laliban close Afghan health facilities run by Swedish group 



Ahmad Khalid Fa him, program directorforthe Swedish Committee for Afghanistan speaks during 
an interview with The Assoc iated Press in Kabul, Afghanistan, Wednesday, J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By RAHIM FAIEZ 

JAN M. OLSEN 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— The Taliban forced a 
Swedish non-profit group 
to close 42 health facilities 
it runs in eastern Afghani¬ 
stan, the organization said 
Wednesday, the latest at¬ 
tempt by the insurgents to 
show strength amid nego¬ 
tiations to end the country's 
nearly 18-year war. 

In Sweden, the group's di¬ 
rector called the closures 
"an obvious violation of hu¬ 
man rights and internation¬ 
al humanitarian law" and 
demanded the facilities 
be allowed to reopen right 
away. 

The Taliban currently con¬ 
trol nearly half of Afghani¬ 
stan and are more power¬ 
ful than at any time since 
the October 2001 U.S.-led 
inva sion. 

Sonny Mansson, the coun¬ 
try director of the Swedish 
Committee for Afghani¬ 
stan, told The Associat¬ 
ed Press that the Taliban 
threatened the NGO'sstaff 
by saying that if they do not 


close the facilities, "it would 
have consequences for 
themselves and their fami¬ 
lies." 

'We treat equally anyone 
who needs medical care 
regard less of who they are. 
Everyone who needs help 
gets it," Mansson said, add¬ 


ing the facilities that closed 
over the weekend were in 
a Taliban-controlled area 
of Maidan Wardan prov¬ 
ince while others are still 
open in the province's gov¬ 
ernment-controlled areas. 
Parwiz Ahmad Faizi, the 
group's communications 


manager, said the closures 
came after Afghan forces 
la st week raided a clinic run 
by the NGO in Daimirdad 
district. "The Afghan troops, 
acting on intelligence, 
were allegedly looking for 
suspected Taliban fighters 
hiding in the clinic. 


Ahmad Khalid Fahim, pro¬ 
gram directorforthe Swed¬ 
ish group, said two staff 
members, a guard and a 
lab worker, and two other 
people were killed in the 
attack, while a fifth person 
hasbeen missing. 

Insurgents contacted the 
staff and ordered the NGO 
to shut down, Fahim add¬ 
ed. Faizi said the closures 
would affect health ser¬ 
vices for around 6,000 pa¬ 
tients, particularly women 
and children. 

Taliban spokesman Zhbi- 
hullah Mujahid confirmed 
the closure ofthe NGO's fa¬ 
cilities. The developments 
come amid stepped-up 
efforts by the United States 
to find a negotiated end 
to the country's conflict, 
America's longest war. Af¬ 
ghan talks that brought 
togetherthe country's war¬ 
ring sides ended last week 
in Qatar's capital, Doha, 
with a statement that ap¬ 
peared to move closer to 
peace by laying down the 
outlines of a roadmap for 
the country's future .□ 
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Ebola outbreak in Congo declared a global health emergency 



In this photograph taken Sunday J uly 14> 2019, an Ebola victim is put to restatthe Muslim cem- 
eteiy in Beni, Congo DRC. 

Associated ness 


By MARIA CHENG 
JAMEYKEATEN 
G ENEVA (AP) — The d ea d ly 
Ebola outbreak in Congo 
is now an international 
health emergency, the 
World Health Organization 
announced on Wednes¬ 
day after the virus spread 
this week to a city of two 
million people . 

A WHO expert committee 
had declined on three pre¬ 
vious occasions to advise 
the United Nations health 
agency to make the dec¬ 
laration for this outbreak, 
which otherexpertssay has 
long met the conditions. 
More than 1,600 people 
have died since August in 
the second deadliest Ebola 
outbreak in history, which 
is unfolding in a region de¬ 
scribed asa warzone. 

This week the first Ebola 
case was confirmed in 
Goma, a major regional 
crossroads in northeastern 
Congo on the Rwandan 
border with an internation¬ 
al airport. Health experts 
have feared this scenario 
for months. 

A declaration of a global 
health emergency often 
brings greater international 
attention and aid, along 
with concerns that nervous 
governments might overre- 
actwith borderclosures. 
While the risk of regional 
spread remains high the risk 
outside the region remains 
low, WHO chief Ted ros Ad - 
hanom Ghebreyesus said 
afterthe announcement in 
Geneva. 'The (international 
emergency) should not be 
used to stigmatize or pe¬ 
nalize the very people who 
are most in need of our 
help,"he said. 

This is the fifth such decla¬ 


ration in history. Previous 
emergencies were de¬ 
clared for the devastating 
2014-16 Ebola outbreak 
in West Africa that killed 
more than 11,000 people, 
the emergence of Zika in 
the Americas, the swine flu 
pandemic and polio eradi¬ 
cation. 

WHO defines a global 
emergency as an "ex¬ 
traordinary event" which 
constitutes a risk to other 
countries and requires a 
coordinated international 
response. Last month this 
outbreak spilled across 
the border for the first time 
when a family brought the 
virus into Uganda after at¬ 
tending the burial in Con¬ 
go of an infected relative. 
Even then, the expert com¬ 
mittee advised against a 
declaration. 

Alexandra Phelan, a global 
health expert at George¬ 


town University Law Center, 
said Wednesday's dec la ra¬ 
tion was long overdue. 

'This essentially serves as 
a call to the international 
community that they have 
to step up appropriate fi¬ 
nancial and technical sup¬ 
port," she said but warned 
that countries should be 
wary of imposing travel or 
trade restrictions 
'Those restrictions would 
actually restrict the flow 
of goods and health care 
workers into affected 
countriesso they are coun¬ 
ter-productive," she said. 
Future emergency decla¬ 
rations might be perceived 
as punishment and "might 
result in other countries not 
reporting outbreaks in the 
future, which puts us all at 
greater risk." 

WHO had been heavily 
criticized for its sluggish re¬ 
sponse to the West Africa 


outbreak, which it repeat¬ 
edly declined to declare a 
global emergency until the 
virus was spreading explo¬ 
sively in three countriesand 
nearly 1,000 people were 
dead. Internal documents 
later showed WHO held off 
partly out of fear a dec¬ 
laration would anger the 
countries involved and hurt 
their economies. 

The current outbreak is 
spreading in a turbulent 
Congo borderreg ion where 
dozens of rebel groups are 
active and where Ebola 
had not been experienced 
before. Efforts to contain 
the virus have been hurt 
by mistrust by wary locals 
that has prompted deadly 
attacks on health work¬ 
ers. Some infected people 
have deliberately evaded 
health authorities. 

The pastor who brought 
Ebola to Goma used sev¬ 


eral fake names to con¬ 
ceal his identity on his way 
to the city, Congolese offi¬ 
cials said. WHO on Tuesday 
said the man had died and 
health workerswere scram¬ 
bling to trace dozens of his 
contacts, including those 
who had traveled on the 
same bus 

There was no immediate 
reaction to WHO's emer¬ 
gency declaration from 
Congo's health ministry, 
which had lobbied against 
it. 

'Calling fora (global emer¬ 
gency) to raise funds while 
ignoring the negative con¬ 
sequences for (Congo) is 
reckless,"the ministry tweet¬ 
ed following an editorial by 
Britain's secretary of state 
for international develop¬ 
ment in favor of a decla¬ 
ration. Rory Stewart an¬ 
nounced earlier this week 
that Britain would donate 
up to another $63 million 
for the Ebola response and 
called for other countries, 
especially Francophone 
ones, to increase their sup¬ 
port. 

At a U.N. meeting on Ebo¬ 
la in Geneva on Tuesday, 
Congo's health minister, 
Dr. Oly Hung a, said the out¬ 
break was "not a humani¬ 
tarian crisis" and that the risk 
of Ebola spreading to other 
cities or regions in Congo 
remained the same. 

"Ebola isnotrocketscience, 
it's very simple," he said. 
WHO has long called the 
regional Ebola risk "very 
high." 

Earlier this week, Ugandan 
health officiaIssaid a Con¬ 
golese fish trader had trav¬ 
eled to Uganda while sick 
and vomited several times 
at a local market. □ 
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Fed up Puerto Rica ns protest; demanding govemoriesign 



Karla Villalon stands at Fortaleza Street near the executive mansion as she protests against gov¬ 
ernor Ricaido Rossello, in San J uan, Puerto Rico, Tuesday, J uly 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MIC HAEL WEISSENS1EIN 

Associated FYess 

SAN j UAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Karla Villalon has three 
elementary-age children 
and an 81-year-old grand¬ 
mother. 

Her kids have been up¬ 
rooted twice in two years 
when first one school, then 
another, was closed by 
budget cuts underGov. Ri¬ 
cardo Rossello. Her grand¬ 
mother, a retired teacher, 
is anguished overthe possi¬ 
bility of losing herpension in 
future roundsof cutbacks 
Villalon was outraged 
when Rossello's former 
education secretary was 
arrested and accused of 
steering millions in improper 
contracts to politically con¬ 
nected contractors Then 
hundreds of pages of on¬ 
line chats between Rossello 
and membersof hisadmin- 
istration leaked, revealing 
the men mocking women, 
the handicapped and vic¬ 
tims of Hurricane Maria. 
Villalon hashad enough. 
"It's the final straw," the 
31-year-old homemaker 
said as she prepared to 
march with thousands of 
other Puerto Ricans from 
the capital to the gover¬ 
nor's residence Wednes¬ 


day afternoon. "My kids' 
classrooms have mold in 
them.... There'sjust so much 
outrage that's been build¬ 
ing overtime." 

That feeling was rippling 
a cross Puerto Rico Wednes¬ 
day — the feeling of a 
people fed up with neglect 
from Washington and the 
U.S. territory's own govern¬ 
ment. 

The island is mired in crises. 


It is struggling to emerge 
from a debt-driven finan¬ 
cial failure and receive fed¬ 
eral funding to help recov¬ 
ery from Hurricane Maria. 
The September 2017 storm 
left thousands dead in its 
wake due to the collapse 
of the island's elec trie a I sys¬ 
tem and a months-long fail¬ 
ure to provide care to the 
elderly and medically vul¬ 
nerable. Since then, hun- 


dredsof schools have been 
closed to save money and 
a wide range of social ser¬ 
vices and pensions are be¬ 
ing cut back, or are under 
threat. 

"Puerto Rico has suffered so 
much and we can't deal 
with the cynicism of these 
leaders anymore," singer 
Ricky Martin said in a video 
message posted online. 
"Enough already. Enough 


already." 

Martin said he was flying to 
Puerto Rico to march along 
with other Latin music stars 
from the island, including 
singer/producer Benito A. 
Martinez Ocasio, known 
as Bad Bunny, and rap¬ 
per Rene Perez, known as 
Residente, who released 
a song online Wednesday 
morning calling people to 
the streets. 

'This is coming out early so 
you can eat it for break¬ 
fast," Residente raps on 
the song, 'Sharpening the 
Knives." "Fury is the only po¬ 
litical party that unites us" 

In colonial Old San Juan, 
police were erecting con¬ 
crete barricades and shop 
owners were covering 
store windows with metal 
sheeting or plywood as if 
a hurricane were coming. 
The multi-colored umbrel¬ 
las that form a photoge¬ 
nic awning overthe street 
in front of the governor's 
mansion were taken down. 
The scandal erupted as 
Rossello's former secretary 
of education and five oth- 
erpeople were arrested on 
charges of steering federal 
money to unqualified, polit¬ 
ically connected contrac¬ 
tors. □ 


Rio governor: rising police killings'nomria1, 1 will continue 



In this Jan. 3, 2019 file photo, Rio de Janeiro Gov. Wilson Wft- 
zel attends the swearing-in ceremony for the new president of 
state-run oil company Fetrobias, Roberto Casbello Bianco, in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By MARC ELJO SILVA DE SOU¬ 
SA 

Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) 

A mid a soaring number 
of police killings in Rio de 
Janeiro, the state's tough- 
talking governor said Tues¬ 
day tha t it wa s "no rma I" fo r 
the rate to increase and will 
likely keep rising during his 
administration. 

Gov. Wilson Witzel said the 
high number of killings by 
police in the state of Rio is a 
consequence of his policy 
of "confronting terrorists," 
as he calls drug trafficking 
groups. 

"It isnormal"thatthere are 
more deaths, said Witzel, 
who is known forhiscontro- 
versial comments and ties 
to far right President Jair 
Bo Iso nano. 'We live in a situ¬ 
ation of confrontation and 
the c limina Is a re testing the 
limits of the police and the 
government." 


Police in Rio killed 714 peo¬ 
ple in the first five months of 
his year- almost five a day- 
20%more than in 2018, ac¬ 
cording to official figures 
The governor, a former 
judge with a military past, 
shrugged off the increase, 


saying it is due to police 
"hitting hard "at criminals. 
Witzel also said "an investi¬ 
gation will soon re veal" that 
one of the largest criminal 
factions in Brazil, which 
controls drug trafficking in 
many Rio slums - the Red 


Command - ha sties to He¬ 
zbollah. He provided no 
evidence to support the 
claim. 

"Are we going to be tol¬ 
erant toward Hezbollah, 
which actswith bombsand 
missiles a gainst the popula¬ 
tion of Israel? No, we are 
going to act with rigor, as 
does Israel," he said. 

'The message is: If you do 
notwantto die,do notwalk 
with a rifle in the street," he 
said during a meeting with 
foreign correspondents 
According to official fig¬ 
ures, police lethality in Rio 
has reached its highest lev¬ 
el since 2003, when records 
began. Homicides by crimi¬ 
nals have fallen by 24% so 
far this year. 

Witzel went from being al¬ 
most unknown in Brazil to 
being the governor of Rio, 
one of the largest states 
in the country, with his dis¬ 
course of zero tolerance for 


criminals resonating with 
voters in the violent state. 
During his campaign he 
proposed using helicopters 
as platforms for sharpshoot- 
ers, who could target any¬ 
one carrying a weapon. 
Mauricio Santoro, a po¬ 
litical scientist at the State 
University of Rio de J aneiro, 
said the rise of Witzel should 
be seen in the context of a 
generalized disbelief in the 
political class and an eco¬ 
nomic crisis that battered 
the state. 

"Like Bolsonaro, Witzel - an 
unknown - benefited from 
the current idea that the 
entire political elite is cor¬ 
rupt and incapable of of¬ 
fering an alternative," San¬ 
toro said. "Many (voters) 
chose a harsh approach 
as a manifestation of their 
despair and the lack of 
government perspectives" 
on the violence impacting 
themO 














Hilton 

ARUBA CARIBBEAN 
RESORT & CASINO 




60 Years a Loyal 
& Lovable Local 


PALM BEACH — Seniors are cool. Actively 
aging is a lifestyle, and in the celebrity indus¬ 
try the 60-ond-over mode is/actors are hot. 
This would be the perfect description of the 
Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino. 
Today the Grande Dame turned 60. time to 
drop the confetti and honor the ONLY par¬ 
tially, locally-owned resort on the island. 


The Hilton Aruba is quite refreshing with its 
always present, yet local touch combined 
with International appearance. History was 
made in 1959 when Aruba's first luxury hotel 
opened its doors: the Aruba Caribbean 
Hotel. The low rise building has a huge open- 
air lobby in "Miami Modern'’ design with 
natural colors. The great American architect, 
Morris Lapidus, designed the resort, it is no 
surprise that he considered this one of his 
best designs out of the 276 he accomplished. 
After the La go Oil Refinery had been the is¬ 
lands bread-and-butter for the last 30 years, 
a new industry was sought. This because 
during the 50*s, the refinery's semi-automa¬ 
tion decreased the need for human labor. 
That new industry was tourism, A pioneer on 
this new road to be taken was the now Hilton 
resort, at that time a celebrity hot spot. 
Today the Hilton Caribbean Resort & Casino 
has shown its consistency at the top by 
achieving the "2018 Hotel of the Year" 
award at the Hilton's Americas Leadership 
Conference, Orlando Florida. 



Community Connection 

Throughout the resort, vintage photographs from decades past will inspire your imagi¬ 
nation and symbolize the resort’s local connection. Oscar Henriquez was the key deci¬ 
sion maker in the resort's planning in the 50's, the resorts market is named after him. 
More community connection, caricatures of the pioneers of the burgeoning hospitality 
industry, is seen on Ihe Wall of Fame at Sunset Grille restaurant. When you stay at Hilton 
Aruba, it means contributing to local community. This is the only resort on the island with 
Team Members being shareholders in the company. The 60 days of celebration is also 
about giving back. As part of the resort’s corporate social responsibility initiatives, the 
Team Members and leaders will be restoring a basketball court by De Vuyst in the town 
of San Nicolas. Let us close this local loyalty with a toast of an Aruba Ariba cocktail, the 
#1 drink on the island was invented at? .... You guessed right, the Hilton Arubo. 


The Hilton Hustle 

Join the movement of celebration from dawn till dusk. Laguna restaurant otters daily 
Local Special Breakfast for just $22.50 and on July 28th a Legacy Version with extra items 
and live entertainment. Sunset Grille restaurant’s chef Matt Boland is a winner and sur¬ 
prises you with a daily Chef's Collection Dinner-for-Two with the amazing price of $99 
per couple. The hustle has no end as the “Aruba-Tini" and Aruba Ariba cocktail are on 
for 60 days and you get two-for-one, Can you fee! it? We do, and we are ready to 
share! 

Thank you for your continuous support of our resort. We appreciate your contribution to 
Hilton Happiness,□ 


Hilton Arubo Caribbean Resort & Casino 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd 81, Noord, Aruba 
Phone: +297 586 6555 
www.hilton.com 

































Science, Tec hnology 
a nd Innovation in Aruba 

A Bop ora Hop? 


Maastricht - Considering the times we are in, science, technology 
and innovation (SD) have been the focal point of strength of many 
developed nations in the world, lake for example the US, China, Ko¬ 
rea, Russia, Japan and Europe. Now, for us smaller and less devel¬ 
oped countries, oreven islands, how will we catalyze on these devel¬ 
opments for our future generations. SD ate proven to be inseparable 
from developments in employment and production and it is espe¬ 
cially essential to determine which types of innovation will best serve 
a community in attaining the threefold objective of economic growth, 
social inclusion and environmental sustainability engrained in the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through the Sustainable 
Development Goa Is (SDGs). 


Aruba hascommitted herself to these goalsand the Aruban govern¬ 
ment has expressed that their goal is to keep the human being cen¬ 
tral, leaving no one behind. Also, innovation hasbeen considered the 
main tool to accomplish this objective and have since 2017 made 
strategic steps into the future of innovation on the island. However, 
will this be enough? 

I recently took notice of the first Makers Expo at the Biblioteca Na¬ 
tional Aruba (BNA). An expo dedicated on technology and innova¬ 
tion, showcasing aII the entities and professionals on Aruba that are 
currently dedicating the ir efforts to wards innovation. "Fhe entire com¬ 
munity of Aruba wasinvited to come and experience whattechnol- 
ogy could be ormean forourdevelopment. Itwasso nice to see how 
many children were there with their parents. Events like this could re¬ 
ally inspire young men and women to considerScience, Technology, 
Engineering & Math (STEM) for better socio-economic development 
in Aruba. 




government has recently pre¬ 
sented the 6 prospective econo¬ 
mies for economic diversifica¬ 
tion, namely the Tourism Industry, 
Knowledge Economy, Agriculture 
Industry, Logistics Economy, Cir¬ 
cular Economy, and the Creative 
Industries Unlike the Tourism Indus 
try, these economies will have to 
be developed from the bottom 
going up in order for them to be 
successful on the island. Also, the 
University of Aruba will be expand¬ 
ing shortly with a new "sustainable 
island solutions through science, 
technology, engineering and 
math" SISSTEM Faculty, where for 
the first time, Aruba will embarkon 
a STI journey. However, what busi¬ 
ness environment do we have in 
place forthisto work in Aruba? Are 
there companies in Aruba which 
focus on STEM skills and educa¬ 
tion? This new fa c ulty, whic h a g a in 
isa greatstep in the right direction, 
will need the environmental sup¬ 
port of the private sector. If these 
students graduate in 3 to 4 years, 
where in Aruba can they work? If 
the private sector is not supporting 
this new shift in academia we will 
once again educate students to 
eventually leave due to a lack of 
job opportunities. 

Aruba wantsto build a knowledge 
economy through the presence of 
the SISSTEM Faculty, which in sim¬ 
ple terms means that knowledge 
is considered economically valu¬ 
able, thus it has a price tag to it. 
The aim isto then export the knowl¬ 
edge (on a nything rea lly) a nd ga in 
economic revenue. According to 
the Central Bureau of Statistics in 
the IstQRTof 2019, Aruba'sexport 
rate is approximately 36.3 million 
(not so much). But globally if we 
learn from the previously men¬ 
tioned developed countries, part 


Islsncfor 

By TTvb5 G Franken 

of the knowledge export always 
includes high-tech knowledge 
and/or products. Each country's 
positioning in the global econo¬ 
my and value chain depends on 
its ability to absorb knowledge 
and move closer to the technol¬ 
ogy and innovation frontier. Now, 
where do Latin America and the 
Caribbean stand in this respect? 
Unfortunately, according to the 
United Nations Economic Com¬ 
mission for Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) in their latest 
report on STI developments: "Sci¬ 
ence, Technology and Innovation 
in the Digital Economy: The State 
of the art in Latin America and 
the Caribbean" (2016) "despite 
the progress made, indicators of 
innovation efforts and access to 
technology are not promising". 
EC LAC (2016) reaffirms this by ex¬ 
plaining that "countries that base 
their competitiveness on exports 
of high-tech products require 
workers with advanced skills and 
high levels of investment in R&D, 
while maintaining close links be¬ 
tween the production system and 
science and technology. High- 
tech sectors are less exposed to 
the entry of competitors, so they 
earn higher revenues Asa result, 
nearly all developed countriesare 
exporters of technologically ad¬ 
vanced products" (p.17). Now, it 
might be too far-fetched to think 
that in a couple years Aruba will 
be the next Silicon Valley, but the 
main operation for islands such as 
Aruba is to work on their absorp¬ 
tive capacity. 

According to UNESCO (2019) "in¬ 
vestment in science, technology 
and innovation isessentialforeco- 
nomic development and social 
progress 


Continued on Rage 16 
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CASINO AND SHOPS 






JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


Win your share of $20/000 in points! 


20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You can win up to $100 in Points! 

Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

5ec Players' CKub fur fal! rvles. con be eamrffvd to Eftt 5/of Play. 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO starting at 1pm! 

$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Gomes lo Play 

$1,500 in 
Cash Prizes! 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 

Plus $500 (osh Prize in nur Monthly 
Early Bird Drawing. 
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THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Safon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 
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Bohemian Restaurant 

Ibnightlive Violinist Angela 



PALM BEACH — Avant-garde 
from France, nonconformist in 
style and ethnic in cuisine. That 
is what the new kid in town is 
about Bohemian Restaurant is 
different unconventional and 
a rebel with a cause. The cause 
is to make you feel king in this 
hidden garden with outstanding 
dishes that connect you to the 
European liaisons of Aruba. ID- 
NIGHT has an extra magic: the 
live Violinist Angela performs! 
Horn traditional French and Ital¬ 
ian fomous melodies to mote 
upbeatpopand tockand toll. A 
taste fbreveryone. 


A garden full of strong trees and 
dressed up in New York-style indus¬ 
trial-look elements creates a cos¬ 
mopolitan vibe while at the same 
time the tropical breeze and out¬ 
side dining connect to the Carib¬ 
bean. Waiterswith French barrettes 
and pant suspenders service you 
with a happy and loose style with 
on the background the sounds of 
underground chill music varied 
with French classics. 

ONLY French owned Restaurant 

The French are famous for their 


culinary art. Bohemain is the ONLY 
French owned restaurant on Aruba 
and offers you Grande gastronomy 
in a hip decor. French classics like 
Coq-au-Vin, Beef tartare, Escar¬ 
got, Duck Foie GrasTerrine, Bouilla¬ 
baisse Fish Soup, Tuna-Tartare, Qui- 
noa-Salad, Rib-Eye Butter Martre-D, 
Creme Brulee, Chocolate Lava 
Cake and Pineapple Carpaccio 
are on the menu. Mediterranean 
inspired dishes like Ras el Hanout 
Fish Kebbab, Honey and Rosemary 
Lamb Shank, Moroccan Lamb sau¬ 
sages, Mediterranean Sea Bassand 



Grilled Local Catch are otherfinger 
licking options Directly imported 
winesfrom wineries in Europe make 
up fora perfect pairing. You are 
welcome to enjoy the Happy Hours 
and Daily Early Birdsfrom 5 to 7 PM. 
Bon appetite! 

Free Parking available at the park¬ 
ing lot in front of Bareelo Resort.□ 


Make your reservations through their 
website: https://bohemianaruba. 
com. Call them atOO 297 280 8448. 
Racebook: Bohemian. 
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Science, Technology and Innovation in Aiuba 


Continued from Rage 14 

Research and development (R&D) can foster 
sustainable development by building greener, 
more inclusive societies. To be effective, how¬ 
ever, infrastructure development, technology 
transferand both public and private R&D need 
to be nurtured and regulated via effective poli¬ 
cies". So, let's recap fora moment, Aruba will 
soon have a SISSTEM faculty, thuswe are work¬ 
ing on the human capital aspect, making sure 
we have skilled workers in STEM in the future. 
Also, we have work to do on making Aruba more 
attractive to foreign investors, even though we 
do have favorable characteristics as an island. 
Aruba is limited in the STEM private sector, thus 
there are limited companiesthatfocuson STEM 
developments. Aruba hasa national economic 
policy, a national innovation framework, but 
hasnothing on science and technology, which 
are important components before addressing 
innovation asa whole. 

But, now I ask myself, how will we innovate, not 
onlyforthe "fun of it", but innovate to the point 
we can see an economic impact, if we are not 
investing in R&D both in the public and private 
sectors? There are no traces of public data on 
how much Aruba is spending on R&D, because 
probably it is very limited or even unknown. 
"There are numerous ways how the government 
could stimulate R&D, for example by creating a 
tax regulation forentrepreneursand businesses 


who could benefit from R&D and would then 
get an incentive fordoing so. In the knowledge 
economy oreven in the creative industry, inno¬ 
vating in processes, such ase-govemment, will 
forsure make the easy of doing business better 
oreven fight corruption, but it will not automati¬ 
cally make Aruba successful in developing a 
knowledge economy. 

Now maybe you are asking yourself what R&D 
looks like. Well, EC LAC (2016) exp la ins that "re¬ 
search and development includes all creative 
work undertaken systematically to increase 
the stock of knowledge, including knowledge 
of mankind, culture and society, and its use to 
devise new applications. "Thisdefinition involves 
three activities: basic research, applied re¬ 
search and experimental development, which 
are defined as follows: 

(i) Basic research is systematic original, theoreti¬ 
cal or experimental work aimed at increasing 
the knowledge of a phenomenon orfact with¬ 
out considering any practical or direct applica¬ 
tion. 

(ii) Applied research also consistsof original sys¬ 
tematic work but, unlike the previous category, 
seeks to resolve a specific need or practical 
problem. 

(iii) Experimental development is aimed at new 
or improved production of materials, products, 
devices, processesorsystems" (p. 25). 

Basic research might be the most frequent type 



of research performed frequently on the island, 
thankfully due to the higher academic institu¬ 
tions on the island. But, I wonder how many of 
these research reports are used in practice? 
How many students who graduate, can count 
on their research findings and recommenda¬ 
tions to be utilized? Does the private sector 
considerthe factthatthey can utilize research 
results for their benefit? Do they know how to 
locate research papers on the island? Now 
with the SISSTEM faculty, we can venture more 
into applied research and experimental devel¬ 
opment, thus diversifying our R&D scope. But, 
unless as a country we understand the impor¬ 
tance of R&D both in the public and private 
sector, we will have many challenges innovat¬ 
ing. Overall, a complete and rigorousST1 policy 
and cohesive national infrastructure between 
public, private, academic, non-government 
entities is something Aruba should considergo- 
ing forward, because we can't afford staying 
behind in thisglobalized world any longer. □ 



Biography- Currently, Thais Fran ken isa 23-year-old Aruban studentatthe University of Maastricht (UM). She 
is studying a Master of Science in Public Policy and Human Development in collaboration with the Unites 
Nations University (UNU). Back home, on the beautiful island of Aruba she completed herBachelorof Arts in 
Organization, Governance & Management (OGM) atthe University of Aruba (UA). She successfully gradu¬ 
ated and defended her thesis titled "Placing Culture and Creativity atthe Heart of the Aruban Sustainable 
Development" on J uly 6th 2018. Thais is very passionate about topicssuch as sustainability, innovation, cul¬ 
ture and creativity. Next to heracademic interests, she enjoys reading, writing, dancing and cooking. 
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NOORD — There is a place 
on the Northern part of the 
island that makes up for 
your perfect dream night 
Die location: the island's 
rugged north coast and 
blue ocean forming your 
panoramic from lietra del 
Sol's restaurant either from 
the poolside outdoor ter¬ 
race or from the elegant 
indoor restaurant The of¬ 


fering: From breakfast to 
dinner excellent cuisine, 
friendly service, and a gor¬ 
geous setting, but now even 
more special with the NBA/ 
'All You Can Taste'concept 
- on from Tuesdays to Sat¬ 
urdays from 6PM - 10PM. 

Tune in for an experience 
that will give dining an¬ 
other perspective. We are 



fickle your Taste Buds with lie rra del Sol 


not talking about the stan¬ 
dard 3-course menu, but 
about a journey through 
taste-land. The Restaurant 
at Terra del Sol invites you 
to ta ste a s ma ny ta p a -sized 
items as you wish from their 
extensive fine dining menu. 
Fresh Oysters, Tuna Crab 
Duo, Bruchetta Caprese, 


Portobello Mushroom, 
Smoked Beef Tataki or 
Chicken Curry Waldorf 
Salad are only some of the 
welcoming dishes. For the 
main courses you can de¬ 
cide for Skirt Steak, Duck 
Venison Duo or Pumpkin 
Risotto among others and 
to top it off with a sweet 


surrendera Duo of Quesillo 
& Brownie, Melon Martini 
or Cheesecake are one of 
the choices This all for a 
special price and including 
a glass of sangria. Indulge 
into this culinary discov¬ 
ery at the most romantic 
scenery of our One Happy 
Island .□ 
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Northern Ireland's Graeme 
McDowell speaks during a 
press conference ahead of 
the start of the British Open 
golf championships at Royal 
Fortrush in Northern Ireland, 
Wednesday, j uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


A 

homecoming 

for 

Me Dowell, 
the golfing 
son of 
Portrush 

PORTRUSH, Northern Ire¬ 
land (AP) — Inside the en¬ 
trance to Rathmore Golf 
Club, just past a sign offer¬ 
ing umbrellas for sale on a 
rainy day, sits a replica of 
the U.S. Open trophy the 
club's favorite son won at 
Pebble Beach in 2010. 

A large painting ofGraeme 
McDowell hangs next to 
the bar, just in case any¬ 
one at the working man's 
club on the grounds of 
the more exclusive Royal 
Portrush needed to be re¬ 
minded where he tagged 
along with his dad as a lit¬ 
tle kid and fell in love with 
the game. It was in the 
barwhere friendsand fans 
crowded in to celebrate 
untilthe sun came up when 
McDowell won hisonly ma¬ 
jor championship, sneak¬ 
ing liquorin because itwas 
way past closing time. It's 
where he'sbackthisweek, 
playing next door at Royal 
Portrush in a British Open 
that Rathmore members 
are desperately hoping he 
can win at home. 

Continued on Nextftege 



Philadelphia Phillies? Bryce Harper celebrates after hitting a game-winning two-iun double off los Angeles Dodgers relief pitcher 
Kenley J arisen during the ninth inning of a baseball game Tuesday, J uly 16, 2019, in Philadelphia. Philadelphia won 9-8. 

Associated Press 
Ftege 19 
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Northern Ireland'sGraeme McDowell hits his netshotoff the 12th during a practice round ahead of 
the staitof the British Open golf championships at Royal Portnish in Northern Ireland, Wednesday, 
J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Continued from FYevious Page 

"If we getthe result we want 
on Sunday, we may not 
close the lounge until Oc¬ 
tober," said Robb Doherty, 
a retired police detective 
who serves as the club's 
treasurer. "It's very much 
a rags to riches story for 
Graeme, through both tal¬ 
ent and hard work." 

The British Open is back in 
Northern Ireland forthe first 
time in 68 years, with a trio 
of local players in the field. 
Rory Mcllroy lives nearby, 
and 2011champion Da men 
Clarke now lives in Portrush 
itself. 

But it is Me Dowell who isthe 
true hometown hero. The 
son of a grammar school 
shop teacher, he honed 
hisgame at Rathmore and 
on the adjoining Royal Por¬ 
trush links. 

And, out of the three, it 
is McDowell who came 
precariously close to not 
making an Open he des¬ 
perately wanted to be in. If 
notfora rebounding game 
and one extraordinary 
putt he might have been 
moping at home in Florida 
instead of teeing off Thurs¬ 
day morning with a legiti¬ 
mate chance of winning a 
tournament he wants more 
than any other. 

"It would be too bitter¬ 
sweet," McDowell said 
about his close call. "It 
would be too tough to 
watch the guys go out 
there and compete on 
this place where I kind of 
learned the game." 


It would have been espe¬ 
cially tough because Mc¬ 
Dowell was one of the Irish 
players who kept pestering 
the R&A to bring the Open 
backto Portrush forthe first 
time since 1951, something 
that was once impossible 
because of 'The Troubles" 
and fears that there was 
not enough infrastructure 
to handle 200,000 fans in 
fourdays. 

Their perseverance paid 
off five years ago when 
the R&A announced that it 
had awarded the Open to 
Royal Portrush. 

"It started out as a joke, 


why can't we go back to 
Portrush," McDowell said. "I 
think The R&A couldn't ig¬ 
nore the factthatthiscould 
be a commercial success. 
The jokes bee a me very seri¬ 
ous It was like, we can do 
this, we can pull it off." 
Thankfully for Me Dowell the 
work he began putting into 
hisgame afterdropping off 
the golf radar pa id enough 
dividends to get him in the 
Open after not qualifying 
forthe last two. He won a 
secondary tournament in 
the Dominican Republic 
early this year to move up 
in the rankings, then made 


a curling 30-footer on the 
final hole at the Canadian 
Open to secure his spot. 

It came only after the 
39-year-old had a talk with 
himself about the state of 
the game he's loved since 
he wa s a kid. 

"I said, hey, if you continue 
to playthe wayyou're play¬ 
ing,thisgame isgoing to be 
gone a hell of a lot quicker 
than you thought itwasgo- 
ing to be gone. What'sthat 
going to feel like?"MeDow¬ 
ell said. "I think coming to 
that realization helped me 
because it made me start 
to embrace the challenge 


a little bit more, enjoy the 
time I have left out here. I 
started to kind of get less 
frustrated and start to, like 
I say, start to enjoy the act 
of trying to pull myself out 
of the hole I dug for myself. 
And it's weird, the fog start¬ 
ed to lift a little bit." 

For McDowell returning 
home means he can't walk 
two steps without someone 
offering him encourage¬ 
ment or asking fora selfie. 
He said he was stunned 
by the noise made when 
he walked onto the first 
tee Tuesday for a practice 
round, and the crowds will 
be even bigger when he 
tees off for real on Thurs¬ 
day. His expectations for 
the week go far beyond 
just making the cut. 

"If I can somehow get out 
ofthe blockstomorrow, get 
myself settled down, and 
get into the mix this week¬ 
end, itwould be prettycool 
to be coming back down 
on Sunday," he said. 'That's 
the vision. That's the goal 
and I can't wait to hear 
what it sounds like." 

That's the vision at Rath- 
more Golf Club, too, where 
business in the lounge was 
briskona rainy Wednesday 
as golf fans stopped for a 
pintortwo to get out of the 
rain. Mostly, though, they're 
just happy he's home and 
teeing it up when it counts. 
"It wouldn't have felt the 
same atall withoutGraeme 
in the field," Doherty said. 
"Here, Graeme is still one of 
the boy&'O 


Canadians Henderson, Sharp lead LPGA Tour team event 


MIDLAND, Mich. (AP) — 

Canadians Brooke Hender¬ 
son and Alena Sharp shot 
a 5-under 65 in alternate- 
shot play Wednesday to 
take the first-round lead in 
the Dow Great Lakes Bay 
Invitational, the LPGA Tour's 
first-year team event. 
Henderson and Sharp had 
seven birdies and two bo¬ 
geys at Midland Country 
Club. 

'We really got it going, kind 
of fed off each other," Hen¬ 
derson said. 'She hit some 
good shots, I made some 
putts and vice versa. So it 
really worked out nice and 
it's a good way to start." 
Paula Creamer and Mor¬ 
gan Pressel were a stroke 
back. 

'We're best of friendswe've 


played a lot of team events 
together, so it's nothing 
new for us to be able to 
come out here," Creamer 
said. 'We haven't played 
alternate shot for a little 
while, and when we have 
played it in the past, it's al¬ 
ways match play and you 
never have to finish. Out 
here you actually have to 
shoot a score, which is a 
little bit different." 

The teams will play best- 
ball Thursday, return to al¬ 
ternate shot Friday and 
close Saturday with a best- 
ball round. 

"It's intense, but then we 
got out our tension and 
then we played and we 
were free-wheeling it," 
Sharp said. "I think the first 
few holes we didn't really 


know what to expect and 
we had a lot of adrenaline, 
and then we calmed down 
and played really nicely 
together." The 21-year-old 
Henderson won the Meijer 
LPGA Classic a month ago 
in Grand Rapids to break 
the Canadian record for 
tour vie tones with nine. Also 
the Lotte Championship 
winner in April in Hawaii, 
Henderson broke a tie with 
Sandra Post forthe Canadi¬ 
an record on the LPGA Tour 
and also moved ahead of 
George Knudson and Mike 
Weir forthe overall country 
ma rk. The 38-yea r-o Id Sha rp 
is winless on the LPGA Tour. 
The teams of Minjee Lee- 
J in Young Ko, Robyn Choi- 
Jaclyn Lee, Jasmine Su- 
wannapura-Cydney Clan¬ 


ton and Amy Yang-Mirim 
Lee shot 67. 'We chatted 
pretty much the whole way 
around,"Lee said. 'We usu¬ 
ally don't get to get this op¬ 
portunity to play with our 
friends too much, so I think 
thatwasthe best part." 

The sister duo of Nelly and 
Jessica Korda topped the 
group at 68. 

'Start of the round, kind 
of just getting used to ev¬ 
erything, the new format," 
Nelly Korda said. 'Gave 
each other some good 
opportunities on the back 
and took advantage of 
a couple. Anything under 
par for alternate shot is 
good, so we're happy with 
that.'SistersAriya and Mori- 
ya J utanugam shot 70, a nd 
Cristie Kerrand LexiThomp¬ 


son opened with a 71. 
Rookies Jennifer Kupcho 
and Maria Fassi also had a 
71. They staged a memora¬ 
ble duel that Kupcho won 
at the Augusta National 
Women'sAmateur. 
"Alternate shot's always re¬ 
ally hard. We knew that 
coming in and we didn't re¬ 
ally know how it was going 
to go because we didn't 
try it," Kupc ho sa id. "It went 
better than what I thought 
it was going to go, so I was 
pretty happy." Suzann Pet- 
tersen, making her first tour 
startaftera 20-month break 
forthe birth of herfirstchild, 
and EuropeanSolheimCup 
captain Catriona Matthew 
had a 73. Pettersen will be 
a vice caption forthe Euro¬ 
pean teamO 







WDA* 


SPORTS I A19 


THURSDAY 18 JULY 2019 


Bryce Haiperdrives in 5 runs, 
Phillies rally past Dodgeis 9-8 



Philadelphia Phillies^ Bryce Harper celebrates after hitting a 
game-winning two-run double off bos Angeles Dodgers relief 
pitcher Kenley Jansen during the ninth inning of a baseball 
game Tuesday, J uly 16,2019, in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bryce 
Harperhita two-run double 
off Dodgers closer Kenley 
J ansen with one out in the 
bottom of the ninth after 
pinch-hitter Matt Beaty hit 
a three-run homeroff Phila¬ 
delphia closer Hector Neris 
in the top half, rallying the 
Phillies to a 9-8 win over Los 
Angeleson Tuesday night. 
Pinch-hitter Andrew Knapp 
hit a double with one out in 
the bottom of the ninth and 
Cesar Hernandez singled. 
Scott Kingery followed with 
a bloop single to center 
that scored Knapp to get 
the Phillies within a run. 
Harper then ripped a ball 
to the gap that bounced 
offA.J. Pollock's glove and 
went to the wall. 

Cody Bellinger hit his major 
league-leading 34th homer 
and Max Muncy, A.J. Pol- 
lockand J oc Pederson also 
wentdeep forthe Dodgers. 
Harperhita three-run hom¬ 
er and drove in five RBIs, 
Brad Millerand Kingery also 
connected forthe Phillies. 
Ranger Suarez (1-0) got 
two outs forthe win. 

J ansen (3-3) hasfourblown 
saves in 24 tries. 

MARLINS 12, PADRES 7 
MIAMI (AP) — Brian Ander¬ 
son hit a three-run homerin 
the first inning and Miami 
dealt San Diego its fourth 
stra ig ht loss. 

Ihe Padres (45-49) fell four 
games under .500 for the 
first time this season. 

Harold Ramirez had two 
doubles, two RBIs and two 
runs scored. Garrett Coo¬ 
per hit his 11th homer and 
a two-run single, and Starlin 
Castro had a bases-loaded 
triple to make it 11-3 in the 
sixth. 

Jordan Yamamoto (4- 
0) struggled early and 
needed 99 pitches to get 
through five innings, but he 
gave up only two earned 
runs. Padres rookie Logan 
Allen (2-2) had his second 
rough start in a row, allow¬ 
ing seven runs in 2 1/3 in¬ 
nings. 

Franmil Reyes hit his 26th 
homer pinch-hitting in the 
ninth. San Diego team¬ 
mate Manuel Margot hit his 
sixth homer. 


PIRATES 3, CARDINALS 1 

ST LOUIS (AP) — Colin Mo¬ 
ran drove in the go-ahead 
run with an infield single 
and Pittsburgh Pirates 
scored twice in the ninth to 
beat St. Louis 

Francisco Liriano (4-1) 
pitched the eighth and 
earned the victory. Felipe 
Vazquez pitched a 1-2-3 
ninth for his 21st save. 
Carlos Martinez (2-1) 
worked one inning of relief 
and took the loss. 

With the score tied 1-1 
and one out in the top of 
the ninth, Starling Marte 
reached basewhenhewas 
hit in the back with a pitch 
by Martinez. J osh Bell beat 
the shift with a single to the 
left side of second base, 
sending Marte to third. Mo¬ 
ran hit a sharp grounderto 
Kolten Wong, who made a 
diving stop and rose to one 
knee, but his throw was not 
in time as Moran slid safely 
into first and Marte scored 
fora 2-1 lead. 

Corey Dickerson walked, 
loading the bases. Kevin 
Newman hit a grounder 
to short, but the Cardinals 
failed to turn a double 
play, and Bell scored to 
give Pittsburgh a 3-1 lead. 
CUBS4, REDS3, WINNINGS 
CHICAGO (AP) — Kyle 
Schwarber hit a solo home 
run with one out in the bot¬ 
tom of the 10th inning to 
rally Chicago past Cincin¬ 
nati. 

Schwarber stroked a 1-1 
pitch from closer Raise I Ig le- 
sias (2-8) into the basket in 
frontofthe left field bleach¬ 
ers for his 21st homer. 

Robel Garcia and Kris Bry¬ 
ant also connected forthe 
NL Central leaders, who 
have won six of eight. 
Eugenio Suarez homered 
for Cincinnati, which fell to 
7-4 against Chicago this 
season. 

Steve Cishek (3-5) pitched 
the 10th and four Cubs re¬ 
lievers combined for four 
scoreless innings. 

New catcher Martin Mal¬ 
donado, acquired Mon¬ 
day night by Chicago from 
Kansas City, started and 
went 0for4. 

BREWERS 13, BRAVES 1 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Chris¬ 


tian Yelich hit his second 
career grand slam, Keston 
Hiura and Lorenzo Cain 
each had a solo homer 
and Milwaukee routed At- 
la nta. 

Brandon Woodruff (11-3) 
gave up one run and five 
hits in 6 2/3 innings for the 
Brewers, who had lost eight 
of their previous 10 games. 
He walked one and struck 
out seven. 

Mike Moustakas picked up 
his 1,000th career hit with a 
single to right-center fie Id in 
the seventh. 

Bryse Wilson (1-1) allowed 
four runs and six hits in four 
innings for the Braves He 
became the youngest 
pitcher to start a game in 
the National League this 


season at 21 years, 208 
days. 

Tyler Flowers scored the 
lone run forthe Braves on a 
solo homerin the fifth. 

GIANTS 8, ROC KIES 4,10 IN¬ 
NINGS 

DENVER (AP) — Alex Dick¬ 
erson had a career-best 


four hits, including the go- 
ahead RBI single in San 
Francisco's four-run 10th in¬ 
ning. Mike Yastrzemski hom¬ 
ered and doubled among 
his three hits and had three 
RBIs for the Giants, who 
have won seven of eight, 
including four in a rowO 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297J-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Rimpsie Green, 1st black player on Boston Red Sox, dies 



In this April 19, 2009, file photo, Boston Red Sox great Elijah 
"Rjmpsie" Green throws out a ceremonial fiist pitch for the Red 
Sox's baseball game againstthe Baltimore Orioles in Boston. 

Associated Press 


BOSTON (AP) — Former 
Boston Red Sox infielder 
Elijah "Pumpsie" Green, the 
first black playeron the last 
major league team to field 
one, hasdied. He was85. 

A Red Soxspokesman con¬ 
firmed the death Wednes¬ 
day night, and the team 
observed a moment of 
silence before its game 
against the Toronto Blue 
Jays. Green, who was in¬ 
ducted into the Red Sox 
Hall of Fame in 2018, had 
been living in California. 

A speedy but light-hitting 
utilityman, Green brought 
baseball's segregation era 
to an end of sorts when 
he took the field against 
the Chicago White Sox on 
J uly 21, 1959 — more than 
a dozen years afterj ackie 
Robinson broke baseball's 
color barrier with the Brook¬ 
lyn Dodgers. 

Green joined the team on 
a lengthy road trip and had 
played nine games before 
taking the field at Fenway 
Parkforthe first time. Green 


said thisyearin an interview 
with NESN, the Red Sox TV 
network, that he remem¬ 
bered receiving a standing 
ovation when he came to 
the plate, batting leadoff. 

"It was heart-warming and 
nerve-wracking," he told 
reporters in 1997, when he 
returned to Boston to take 
part in ceremonies mark¬ 
ing the 50th anniversary of 
Robinson's debut. "But I got 
lucky: I hit a triple off the 
left-centerfence." 

Green didn't have Hall 
of Fame talent like Rob¬ 
inson, or Larry Doby, an 
All-Star who was the first 
black player in the Ameri¬ 
can League. The Red Sox 
infielder reached the ma¬ 
jors as a role player, just 
once playing more than 
88 games, and never hit¬ 
ting more than six homers 
or batting betterthan .278. 
Green played parts of four 
seasons with the Red Sox 
before finishing hisfive-year 
career with the New York 
Mets, batting .246 overall 


with a total of 13 homers 
a nd 74 RBIs 

But his first appearance in 
a Boston uniform ended 
baseball's ugliest chapter, 
and the factthatittookthe 
Red Sox so long left a stain 
on the franchise it is still try¬ 
ing to erase. 

A few days after Green 
was called up, the Red Sox 
added Earl Wilson, a black 
pitcher. Green said there 
was an informal quota sys¬ 
tem that required teams to 
have an even number of 
blackplayersso they would 
have someone to room 
with on the road. 

There were few blacks in 
the clubhouse, the offices 
orthe Boston stands, Green 
said in '97. 

"Most of the time it was just 
me," he said. "It was almost 
an oddity when you saw 
a black person walking 
around the stands" 

But unlike Robinson, Green 
said, he received no death 
threats. "It was mostly in¬ 
sults," he said. 


"But you can get those at 
any ballpark at any time," 
he said. "I learned to tune 
things out." 

Green returned to northern 
California and worked as a 
counselor at Berkeley High 
School before retiring in the 
1990s The Red Sox honored 
him again before a game 
in 2009, but he was unable 
to attend the ceremony in 
2018 when he was induct¬ 
ed into the Red Sox Hall of 


Fame. 

Upon his return to Fenway, 
he noticed that things had 
improved, but he still saw 
work to be done. 

"Baseball still has its prob¬ 
lems and so does society," 
Green said. "I don't believe 
things are that much bet¬ 
ter in baseball or society. 
Hopefully, it will be shortly." 
A brother, Cornell Green, 
was a star safety for the 
DallasCowboysQ 
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J udge, Gregorius liftYanksoverRaysafterCC startsfiacas 



New Yoik Yankees' Didi Gregorius, right; restrains Yankees starting pitcherCC Sabathia during the 
sixth inning of the team's baseball game againstthe Tampa Bay Rays, Tuesday, J uly 16, 2019, in 
New Yoik. Sabathhia and Rays' Avisail Garcia had words, then benchesand bullpens cleared. 

Associated Ftess 


By The Assoc iated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Aaron 
Judge hit a go-ahead, 
two-run homerin the eighth 
inning, Didi Gregorius fol¬ 
lowed with a g ra nd sla m a s 
New York beat Tampa Bay 
after another surly clash 
between CC Sabathia and 
the Rays. 

J udge smashed a 3-2 pitch 
from left-hander Colin 
Poche (2-3) into the right- 
center field seats to make 
it 4-3. It was J udge's 10th 
homer. 

Gregoriustooka curtain call 
after hitting a long grand 
slam. Edwin Encamacion 
hit his 28th homer, DJ Le- 
Mahieu also went deep, 
and New York stretched its 
AL East lead over Tampa 
Bay to six games 
Yandy Diaz hit a solo hom¬ 
er and an RBI double, and 
Austin Meadows hit his 14th 
homerforTampa Bay. 

Bene hesc lea red during the 
sixth inning amid a shouting 
match between Sabathia 
and hitter Avisail Garcia. 
After Sabathia struck out 
Garcia looking to strand 
two runners, the 38-year- 
old barked and pointed at 
Garcia. Sabathia was re¬ 
strained by Gregorius and 
never got close to Gar¬ 
cia while both benches 
and bullpens emptied. No 
puncheswere thrown. 
David Hale (3-0) pitched 
two scoreless innings for 
New York. 

BLUE J AYS 10, RED SOX 4 

BOSTON (AP) — Teoscar 
Hernandez hit a three- 
run homer off new Boston 
starter Andrew Cashner, 
and LourdesGunielJ r. had 
three hits to lead Toronto. 
Gurriel had a single, dou¬ 
ble and triple, and Justin 
Smoak also homered for 
Toronto, which lost three of 
its previousfourgames. 
Cashner(9-4) wasacquired 
from the Orioles on Satur¬ 
day. He failed to getan out 
in the sixth, allowing six runs 
— five earned — on eight 
hits and two walks, striking 
out two. He also gave up 
two homers, hit a batter 
and threw a wild pitch on a 
third strike. 

XanderBogaertshad a sin¬ 
gle, double and home run, 
and Mookie Betts also had 
three hits for Boston, which 
fell 10 games behind the 


first-place New York Yan¬ 
kees in the ALEast. 

Justin Shafer (1-1) got the 
win. Toronto broke it open 
with four runs in the ninth. 
NAHONALS8, ORIOLES 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Matt 
Adams and Juan Soto 
homered and rookie Aus¬ 
tin Voth extended a streak 
of strong performances by 
Washington's rotation in a 
win over neighboring Balti¬ 
more. 

Washington has won 13 of 
16. 

Voth (1-0) allowed one run 
and fourhitsoversixinnings. 
He walked one and hit two 
batters, all in an eventful 
but sc ore less first inning. 
Adams'shome run off Asher 
Wojciechowski (0-3) made 
him the 102nd player in the 
28-year history of Camden 
Yards to hit a ball onto Eu- 
taw Street, beyond the 
right field wall and in front 
of the B&O Warehouse. 
Hanser Alberto homered 
for the lone run for Balti¬ 
more. 

DIAMONDBACKS 9, RANG- 
ERS2 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Rookie Alex Young allowed 
one run in 5 1/3 innings to 
help Arizona beatTexas. 
Young (3-0) gave up three 
hits and one walk to defeat 
Lance Lynn (12-5), who 
went into the game with an 
8-0 home record this sea¬ 
son and led the majors in 
wins Young struck out four 
and was lifted following 79 


pitches. 

The Diamondbacks have 
won five of seven. 

Ketel Marte'stwo-run single 
with the bases loaded in 
the fifth inning broke a 1-1 
tie for Arizona. Ildemaro 
Vargas added a two-run 
home run, and the Dia¬ 
mondbacks scored four 
times in the ninth inning aid¬ 
ed bytwo Rangers errors. 
The Rangers have lost nine 
of their last 13 games 
ROYALS 11, WHITE SOX O 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Glenn Sparkman pitched a 
five-hitter for his first career 
complete game, Whit Mer- 
rifield and Hunter Dozier 
each had three hits includ¬ 
ing a home run as Kansas 
City blanked Chicago. 
Sparkman (3-5) walked 
one and had a career-high 
eight strikeouts in the Roy¬ 
als' first complete-game 
shutout since J une 2, 2017, 
when Jason Vargas beat 
Cleveland 4-0. 

Kansas City improved to 
4-1 since the All-Star break 
and dropped the White Sox 
to 0-5. 

Menifield raced to an in- 
side-the-park homer down 
the right-field line in the 
fourth inning after Cam 
Gallagherdoubled. 

Dozier hit a two-run, 447- 
foot homer to left field in 
the eighth inning to cap a 
four-run inning and finish 
the scoring. 

Chicago starter Dylan 
Cease (1-1) gave up six 


runs — four earned — and 
eight hits in six innings. He 
walked one and struck out 
seven. 

ME1S3, TWINS 2 

MINNEAPOUS (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Conforto went4for4 
and drove in the go-ahead 
run with a two-out single 
in the fifth inning, helping 
New York over Minnesota. 
Conforto even made 
the defensive play of the 
game, a graceful leap¬ 
ing grab at the top of the 
wall in left-center to end 
the third with a runner on 
and take away a potential 
homerfrom Nelson Cruz. 
Jonathan Schoop hom¬ 
ered forthe Twins. 
LuisAvilan (2-0) picked up 
the victory. Edwin Diaz sur¬ 
vived a tense ninth for his 
21st save in 25 attempts. 
Michael Pineda (6-5) al¬ 
lowed one earned run for 
the fifth time in his last six 
starts Pineda finished six in¬ 
nings for the third straight 
tum, allowing six hits with¬ 
out a walk. 

INDIANS 8, TIG ERSO 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Os¬ 
car Mercado hit a two-run 
homer and Tach Plesac 
and three relievers com¬ 
bined for a one-hitter as 
Cleveland beat Detroit. 
Nicholas Castellanos ac¬ 
counted forthe Tigers' only 
hit with a leadoff single up 
the middle in the fifth in¬ 
ning off Tyler Clippand. De¬ 
troit had two baserunners 
and sent 28 batters to the 


plate — one above the 
minimum. 

Plesac worked the first 
three innings, while Clip- 
pa rd, Nick Goody and Tyler 
Olson pitched two innings 
apiece. Plesac walked 
Victor Reyes to begin the 
game, then erased him 
with his MLB-leading fifth 
pickoff. 

Goody (1-0) retired six 
straight batters in the sixth 
and seventh to earn his first 
victory since J une 17, 2017. 
Mercado hit a two-run shot 
and Francisco Lindor add¬ 
ed a two-run double in a 
five-run second inning, as 
Cleveland bolted to a 7-0 
lead through three. 
ATHLETICS 9, MARINERS 2 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
All-Star Matt Chapman 
homered and had five RBIs 
and Oakland won its fifth 
stra ig ht. 

Matt Olson followed Chap¬ 
man's fifth-inning drive with 
a solo homer that extend¬ 
ed his hitting streak to 11 
games, marking the sev¬ 
enth time the A's hit back- 
to-back homers this year. 
Daniel Mengden (5-1) al¬ 
lowed one run and four hits 
over seven impressive in¬ 
nings, striking out three and 
not walking a batterforthe 
third straight start. 
OmarNarvaezhittwo hom- 
ersforthe Mariners. 
Mariners lefty Marco Gon¬ 
zales (10-8) wastagged for 
six runs and seven hits over 
six innings. He struck out five 
and walked one in Seattle's 
fifth consecutive loss 
ANGELS7, ASTROS2 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Albert Pujols hit a bases- 
clearing double during a 
six-run first inning and Los 
Angeles remained unbeat¬ 
en in five games since the 
All-Star break. 

Mike Trout missed his sec¬ 
ond straight game with a 
mildly strained right calf, 
but Shohei Ohtani and Luis 
Rengifo also drove in first- 
inning runs in Los Angeles' 
eighth victory in 11 games 
since the death of pitcher 
Tyler Skaggs 

Tyler White had three hits 
and an RBI in the Astros' 
fourth loss in sixgames Their 
division lead over Oak- 
la nd is down to 4V2 ga mes, 
matching their smallest ad¬ 
vantage since May9.Q 











Australia's Caleb Ewan celebratesashe crosses the finish line to win the eleventh stage of the lour 
de France eye ling race over 167 kilometers (103,77 miles) with start in Albi and finish in loulouse, 
France, Wednesday, J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


A long wait but finally a lour 
win for sprint prodigy Ewan 


TOULOUSE, France (AP) - A 

bit more than a year ago, 
Caleb Ewan was devastat¬ 
ed to be left out of the Tour 
de France. 

Ihe Australian sprinter had 
to watch cycling's biggest 
race on TV afterfinding out 
at the last minute that his 
Mitchelton-Scott team was 
placing all its bets on Adam 
Yates in the fight for the 
yellow jersey, and would 
leave Ewan at home. 

A year later, Ewan earned 
his first Tour victory by edg¬ 
ing a close sprint on Stage 
11 in Toulouse on Wednes¬ 
day. 

"I was ready for the Tour 
three of four years ago, 

I always wanted to go 
straight to the top races," 
said Ewan, whose daugh¬ 
ter was bom just before 
the race started. "I've been 
held back, I finally got my 
chance." 

Ewan switched teams to 
Lotto-Soudal this season to 
replace veteran German 
sprinter Andre Greipel, and 
the ambitious youngster 
was, at last, promoted to a 
team leader role this sum- 
merin France. 

But the pressure was big on 
Ewan, a winner of 36 pro¬ 
fessional races— including 
stages at the Spanish Vuel- 
ta and Giro d'Italia. 


After coming close in pre¬ 
vious stages with three 
third-place finishes and a 
runner-up spot, he finally 
delivered by edging one of 
the peloton's fastest men. 
The 25-year-old Australian 
beat fellow sprinter Dylan 
Groenewegen by a tire's 
width and was awarded 
the victory after photo fin¬ 
ish. Elia Viviani placed third 
ahead of three-time world 
champion PeterSagan. 
Ewan perfectly timed his 
effort after Groenewegen 
launched his effort on the 
left side of the road. Ewan 
took the wheel of his Dutch 
rival and pipped him to the 
line. "It was super hectic," 
said Ewan, who has now 
completed wins at a II three 
Grands Tours. "I ended up 
in Groenewegen's wheel 
coming out of that comer. 
It's a hard thing being with 
Dyla n a nd I knew it wa s not 
going to be easy to beat 
him. I felt I should let him 
get a bit of a gap so I could 
sprint in his slipstream, and I 
could pass him quite quick. 
I'm happy that this time 
I was a few centimeters 
ahead of him." 

The win also made up for 
having to leave Austra¬ 
lia just after the birth of his 
daughter Lily. He thanked 
his wife for letting him go 


and compete in France in 
such circumstances. 

'She let me come here and 
leave my young baby in 
hospital," Ewan said. "It's 
the hardest thing I had to 
do, to come here to race 
and leave my daughter in 
hospital." 

With the race heading 
into the Pyrenees over the 
next four stages, the main 
favorites did not take any 
risks Wednesday and there 
were no significant chang¬ 
es in the overall standings. 
Frenchman J ulian Alaphilli- 
pe kept the yellow jersey, 1 
minute, 12 seconds ahead 
of defending champion 
Geraint Thomas. Thomas' 
teammate Egan Bernal,the 
Ineos co-leader, remained 
in third place, a furtherfour 
seconds behind. 

"I've prepared myself forat- 
tacksto take place, wheth¬ 
er from the favorites or oth¬ 
er riders who want to gain 
time,"Alaphilippe said. 

The coming days could 
be crucial in determining 
the next Tour champion. 
Following Thursday's stage 
and its two first-category 
climbs,Thomas— an excel¬ 
lent time-trial specialist — 
will have a chance to gain 
time on his riva Is in the only 
individual race against the 
clock this year. □ 




SUIMG 


J] 


Gold medalist Ana Marcela Cunha of Brazil stands with her 
medal after the women's 5km open water swim at the World 
Swimming Championships in Yeosu, South Korea, Wednesday, 
J uly 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Brazilian Cunha wins 
women's 5Kopen 
water at world titles 


GWANGJU, South Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — Ana Marcela 
Cunha improved on her 
already impressive career 
in open-waterswimming at 
the world championships 
with a win in the 5-kilometer 
race on Wednesday. 

It was the 27-year-old Bra¬ 
zilian's fourth gold and 10th 
medal overall at the world 
championships since 2011. 
Cunha, who was consis¬ 
tently in the top lOthrough- 
out the race, pulled away 
in the final 300 meters to 
finish in 57 minutes, 56.00 
seconds, a second ahead 
of Aurelie Muller of France. 
There was a tie for the 
bronze medal: American 
Hannah Moore and Leonie 
Beck of Germany both fin¬ 
ished in 57:58, two seconds 
behind Cunha in the non- 
Olympic event. 

Defending 5-kilometer 
world champion Ashley 
Twichell of the U.S. placed 
seventh. 

Cunha has won the 25-kilo- 
meter race three times at 
the worlds, but this was her 
first gold at the 5-kilometer 
distance. Her previous best 
finishes over five kilometers 
were bronze medalsatBar¬ 
celona in 2013 and at Bu¬ 
dapest in 2017. 

On Sunday, Cunha finished 
fifth in the 10-kilometer 
race to earn a Tokyo Olym¬ 
pics berth for 2020. At the 
Olympics, only the 10-kilo- 
meter distances for men 
and women will be staged. 
"In the 10k, I really wasn't 


happy with that result," 
Cunha said. 'Today my 
strategy was to swim a bit 
more relaxed in the first 
half. I was behind the girls 
until the third lap when I 
started to move up. In the 
final lap, I just got myself to 
where I needed to be." 
Moore was thrilled with her 
tie for the bronze medal at 
her first world titles. 

'This has by far exceed¬ 
ed my expectations," the 
American said. "I knew it 
would be really rough, just 
based on watching the 
other races The girls went 
out really fast, so I tried to 
stay calm and be a little 
braver than I wanted to 
be, and it worked out in the 
end." 

She said she was inspired 
bythe performancesof her 
American teammates in 
Gwangju. 

"Watching Haley (Ander¬ 
son) win a silver medal in 
the 10k a nd to see that she 
and Ashley (Twichell) both 
achieved the Olympic 
qualification in the 10kreal¬ 
ly fired me up,"Moore said. 
"I just got into this sport last 
yea rand I'm kind of learn¬ 
ing from them." 

All 54 starters completed 
Wednesday's race. 

The open waterracescon- 
tinue Thursday with the 5-ki¬ 
lometer team relay. The 
25-kilometer races for men 
and women, also non- 
Olympic events, conclude 
the open-water program 
on Friday.O 
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In this May 5, 2014, file photo, Ron Francis* atthe time the gen¬ 
eral manager of the Carolina Hurricanes, takes questions from 
members of the media during a news conference in Raleigh, 
N.C. 

Associated Press 

AP source: Seattle 
close to naming 
Ron Franc isasGM 



In this April 13, 2017, file photo, Philadelphia 76ers' Ren Simmons speaks with members of the me¬ 
dia atthe team's NBA basketball training facility in Camden, N.J. 

Associated ness 


Simmons bac kflips, withdraws 
from Australia's Word Cup squad 


By DM BOOTH 
SEATTLE (AP) — Se a ttle 's N HL 
expansion team is close to 
an agreement with Hockey 
Hall of Famer Ron Francis 
to become its first general 
manager, a person with 
direct knowledge tells The 
Associated Press. 

The person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity Tuesday 
because the team had not 
made an announcement. 
The expansion Seattle fran¬ 
chise is set to begin play in 
the 2021-22 season as the 
NHL's32nd team. 

After longtime Detroit GM 
Ken Holland went to Ed¬ 
monton, adviser Dave Tip¬ 
pett left Seattle Hockey 
Partners LLC to become 
Oilers coach and Vegas' 
Kelly McCrimmon and Co¬ 
lumbus' Bill Zito got promo¬ 
tions, there was a limited 
pool of experienced NHL 
executives to choose from 
for this job. Francis fits that 
bill. 

The 56-year-old has been 
in hockey operations since 
shortly after the end of his 
Hall of Fame playing ca¬ 


reer. All of that time has 
come with the Carolina 
Hurricanes, including four 
seasonsastheirGM. 
Carolina didn't make the 
playoffs with Francis in 
charge of decision-mak¬ 
ing, though his moves put 
the foundation in place for 
the team that reached the 
Eastern Conference final 
this past season. 

Francis had 1,798 points 
in 1,731 games over 23 
seasons with the Hartford 
Whaler^ Hurricanes, Pitts¬ 
burgh Penguins and Toron¬ 
to Maple Leafs He won the 
Stanley Cup with Pittsburgh 
in 1991 and 1992. 
Competing for the Cup in 
the early going will be the 
expectation for Seattle 
after the Golden Knights 
reached the Final in their 
inaugural season in 2017- 
18. Franciswill have two full 
seasons to scout the rest of 
the league before his as- 
yet-named team's expan¬ 
sion draft in J une 2021. 
Franc is did not immediate¬ 
ly respond to a message 
seeking comment.Q 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 

— Ben Simmons' new con¬ 
tract extension with the 
Philadelphia 76ers came 
with bad news for Aus¬ 
tralian basketball fans: 
The Melboume-bom NBA 
All-star won't play for the 
Boomer5atthe World Cup. 
Hours after Simmons and 
the 76ersagreed to a $170 
million, five-year contract 
extension on Tuesday, Sim¬ 
mons said he preferred to 
spend time with his new 
teammates in September 
instead of travelling to Chi¬ 
na for the Aug. 31-Sept. 15 
World Cup. 

"I wanted to let everyone 
know that after consulting 
with my representation, I've 
made the difficult decision 
to forego playing in the 
World Cup in China," Sim¬ 
mons said in a statement. 
"Ultimately, we decided it 
was best that I use the time 


in September to return to 
Philadelphia to acquaint 
myself with my new team- 
matesand prepare forthe 
upcoming NBA season." 
Simmons had been select¬ 
ed for Australia's World Cup 
squad and had earlier indi¬ 
cated he planned to play 
the toumament in C hina. 

He now plans to play only 
forthe Boomers in two ex¬ 
hibition games against the 
United States in Melbourne 
on Aug. 22 and 24 at a 
stadium that is expected 
to be sold out — 50,000 
fans — for each game. 
He also said the Olympics 
next year in Tokyo remain 
on his schedule. "I will still 
be heading back home to 
Australia to host my camps 
as well as train and play 
with the Boomers in the up¬ 
coming exhibition games," 
Simmons said. "I'm really 
excited about the talent 


we have on the Boomers 
squad, especially moving 
closer to 2020 where I will 
be honored and humbled 
to represent my country on 
the world's biggest sporting 
stage atthe OlympicsinTo¬ 
kyo." Simmons was the No. 
1 overall draft pick in 2016. 
He made his NBA debut 
in the 2017-18 season and 
was the Rookie of the Year. 
He was an All-Star for the 
first time last season. He has 
averaged 16.4 points, 8.5 
rebounds and 7.9 assists in 
his two seasons 
Australia's World Cup line¬ 
up is set to feature San 
Antonio's Patty Mills, Joe 
Ingles of UtahJ azz, Phoenix 
centerAnon Baynes, Cleve¬ 
land's Matthew Della ve- 
dova, former No. 1 draft 
pick Andrew Bogut, Detroit 
center-forward Thon Maker 
and Simmons' 76ers team¬ 
mate Jonah Bolden.Q 
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Myths and risks in app that gives you peek into older self 



RaceApp is displayed on an iPhone Wednesday, J uly 17, 2019, in New York. The popular app is 
underfire forprivacy concerns. 

Associated Press 


BY RAC HEL LERMAN 
APlec hnology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Is a peek into the future 
worth your privacy in the 
present? That concern was 
pushed to the spotlight this 
week with the resurgence 
of a smartphone app that 
uses artificial intelligence to 
transform your current face 
into your younger and old¬ 
er selves 

People raised fears on Twit¬ 
ter and other social media 
sitesthaton iPhones, Face- 
App would be able to see 
and upload a II your photos, 
including screenshots with 
sensitive financial or health 
information or photos of 
kids with the names of their 
schools in the background, 
lhat's not actually true, 
but the scuttle serves as 
a good reminder to think 
twice before downloading 
new apps 

Even large, mainstream 
apps routinely collect user 
data. But many trendy- 
at-the-moment apps are 
guilty of mining user data 
as a primary purpose. 
Some personality quizzes 
on Facebook and similar 
services collect user infor¬ 
mation asa business, open¬ 
ing people up to breaches 
such as in the Cambridge 
Analytica scandal. 

As for FaceApp, the app 


grabs a photo only if you 
specifically select it to see 
yourface change, security 
researcher and Guardian 
Firewall CEO Will Strafach 
said. 

Ihe confusion comes from 
an iPhone feature that 
shows your photo library 
within the app. It is an Ap¬ 
ple feature that lets you 
select a specific photo, but 
doesn't give the app full 
access to the library, even 
though it may appear that 
way. 


You have the option of 
granting accessto youren- 
tire photo library, but even 
then, there is no evidence 
the app is uploading any¬ 
thing other than the photo 
selected. 

"I'm always looking for pri¬ 
vacy concerns," said Stra¬ 
fach, who used a network 
analyzer tool to track what 
was happening. 'When it's 
nothappening, it'snothap- 
pening." 

There's a version of Face¬ 
App for Android, but those 


phones don't tap photo li¬ 
bra ties the same way. 
That's not to say the app 
isn't free of problems, Stra¬ 
fach sa id. 

Among other things, pho¬ 
tos get sent to the cloud 
for processing in both the 
iPhone and Android ver¬ 
sions, exposing them to 
hacking and other prob¬ 
lems. FaceApp does not 
explicitly tell users that the 
photos are being sent to 
the cloud. Some apps try 
to limit exposure by doing 


the processing on the de¬ 
vices themselves, not in the 
cloud. 

FaceApp's privacy policy 
also says it is using data 
from the app to serve tar¬ 
geted ads and to develop 
new productsand features 
It says it does not sell data 
to third party apps, but lists 
many exceptions including 
one that allows it to share 
data after removing infor¬ 
mation that id entities users. 
FaceApp, which is devel¬ 
oped in Russia by Wireless 
Lab, hashad surgesofviral 
popularity before. The app 
also allows people to swap 
their genders or add facial 
hairormakeup. 

Wireless Lab told technol¬ 
ogy news site TechC runeh 
that it may store users' pho¬ 
tos in the cloud, but "most" 
are deleted after 48 hours. 
It said no user data is trans¬ 
ferred to Russia. 

The company has not re¬ 
sponded to questions from 
The Associated Press. It told 
Tec hC rune h that users can 
request to have their data 
deleted. 

Even with those admissions, 
Strafach urged people to 
resist the pull ofthe app. He 
said the app should have 
been upfront and told us- 
ersitwasprocessing photos 
in the cloud rather than on 
phonesQ 


Apple, Google continue 
inc lusive push with new emoji 



By MIC HELLE C HAPMAN 
Associated ness 

Apple and Google are roll¬ 



ing outdozensof new emoji 
that include cute critters, of 
course, but also expand 


the number of images of 
human diversity. 

Apple Inc. is releasing new 
va ria nts of its ho Id ing ha nd s 
emoji that allow people to 
pick any combination of 
skin tone and gender, 75 
possible combinations in 
all. There are also wheel¬ 
chairs, prosthetic arms 
and legs, as well as a new 
guide dog and an earwith 
a hearing aid. 

And then there's the sloth, 
the flamingo, the skunk, 
the orangutan, as well asa 
new yawning emoji. 
Google, meanwhile, will of¬ 
fer 71 versions of couples 
with different skin tones 
once the additions are 
completed. Google is also 
adding an emoji for the 


Diya lamp so that Diwali 
can be celebrated along¬ 
side Christmas and Thanks¬ 
giving. 

New emoji routinely pop up 
every year. Earlier this year 
the Unicode Consortium 
approved 71 new varia- 
tionsof emoji forcouplesof 
color. Apple and Google 
unveiled their designs 
Wednesday to coincide 
with World Emoji Day . 
Anyone can propose an 
emoji. But for it to make it to 
phones and computers, it 
hasto be approved by Uni¬ 
code. The nonprofit group, 
mostly made up of people 
from large tech companies 
like Apple, Google and 
Facebook, translates emoji 
into one standard, so thata 


person in France, for exam¬ 
ple, can send an emoji ora 
text message to a person 
in the U.S. and it will look 
the same, no matter what 
brand of phone or operat¬ 
ing system they use. 

It's this group that ultimate¬ 
ly weighs in on whether 
we get a sad pile of poop 
to complement the smil¬ 
ing one, or whether sliced 
bagel deserves an emoji 
alongside bread and crois¬ 
sant. 

Apple's new emoji will be 
available in a few months 
with a free software up¬ 
date for the iPhone, iPad, 
Mac and Apple Watch. 
Google said its emoji will 
be released with Android Q 
laterthisyearO 


This image provided by Apple shows new emoji's released by 
Apple. 

Associated Press 
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truly a need fora Roth 401(10? 



In this Nov. 30, 2017, file photo people are silhouetted against an autumn sky walk along the 
Schuylkill Banks Boardwalk in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
Associated Press 

If you are saving for retire¬ 
ment, you probably know 
about the 401(k) and the 
Roth IRA too. But are you 
fa miliar with a Roth 401(k)? 
It's a bit of a mashup — a 
Roth product available 
through your traditional 
401(k). It allows people 
to save after-tax money 
through their workplace 
plan that can then be with¬ 
drawn tax-free in retire¬ 
ment. Although it has been 
around for years, its avail¬ 
ability has picked up steam 
of late. 

There's no exact measure 
of how many plansprovide 
it. But nea ify 85%of mid-size 
and large employers had 
a Roth offering in their de¬ 
fined contribution plan in 
2018, according to a survey 
by consulting firm Callan. 
That's up from nearly 62% 
in 2015. Adoption by em¬ 
ployees remains fairly low, 
in partbecause ofa lackof 
awareness. 

Should you consider one? 


A few thingsto know: 

DEFINITION 

A 401(k) is an employer- 
sponsored retirement plan 
that allows workers to set 
aside pretax money from 


their paycheck for retire¬ 
ment. Some employers will 
match contributions up to 
a certain level. Because 
the money that goes in isn't 
taxed, it istaxed when with¬ 


drawn. A Roth IRA, on the 
other hand, is an individual 
retirement plan that is typi¬ 
cally established outside 
of the workplace, such as 
through a bank or invest¬ 


ment firm. The money that 
goes in has already been 
taxed, so the withdrawals 
during retirement are tax 
free. The Roth 401(k) com¬ 
bines components of both, 
allowing it to be estab¬ 
lished within a workplace 
plan but with many perks 
ofa Roth. 

TAXES 

A key benefit of a Roth 
401(K) is that it provides 
tax-free income during re¬ 
tirement. In general, that 
means those who stand 
to benefit most are those 
whose tax bracket may be 
higher in retirement than it 
is now. That would include 
young workers with earning 
potential or even people 
who stand to have a large 
inheritance lateron. 

'The longer your time hori¬ 
zon, the more uncertainty 
you have so the idea of 
paying it (taxes) now is 
more attractive," said Na¬ 
than Voris, managing di¬ 
rector of business strategy 
forSchwab Retirement Plan 
Services^ 


Big losses for tailioads pull industrial companies lower 



In this J uly 1,2019, file photo spec ialist Mic hael Gagliano, left; and trader Andrew Slveiman work 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIAN J . TROISE 
Associated ness 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stock 
indexes were posting slight 
losses in early trading on 
Wall Street Wednesday as 
a weak showing for railroad 
operator CSX pulled indus¬ 
trial companies broadly 
lower. 

Banks were also falling as 
investors worry that lower 
interest rates will hurt their 
profits going forward. 
Technology stocks bucked 
the downward trend and 
put up some solid gains 
Qualcomm rose 0.6% fol¬ 
lowing reportsthatthe gov¬ 
ernment asked a court to 
pause enforcement of an 
antitrust ruling. Microsoft, 
Intel and Adobe also rose. 
Corporate earnings re¬ 
ports are getting into full 
swing this week, and inves¬ 
tor have been mostly cau¬ 
tious in their assessments of 
them. Earnings are still ex¬ 
pected to decline for S&P 
500 companies in the sec¬ 
ond quarter. 

CSX plunged 11.4% after 
saying it now expects its 


revenue to decline up to 
2% this year, after previ¬ 
ously saying it expected 
growth. Investors read that 
as trouble for the entire in¬ 
dustry and sent the stock 
of other railroad operators 


lower. Union Pacific sank 
5.2% and Norfolk Southern 
dropped 5.5% 

Abbott Laboratories 

gained 4.2% and pushed 
health care stocks higher 
after the maker of infant 


formula and drugs raised 
its financial forecast for the 
year. UnitedHealth Group 
also rose. 

Several large companies 
are scheduled to report 
eamings later today and 


throughout the remainder 
of the week. Netflix will re¬ 
lease its results after the 
market closes, as will IBM. 
UnitedHealth Group, Phillip 
Morris and Morgan Stanley 
are scheduled to release 
the ir re su Its Th u rsd a y. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index fell 0.3% as of 
10:30 a.m. Eastern time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 36 points, or 
0.1% to 27,298. The Nasdaq 
composite fell 0.1% Small- 
company stocks did worse 
tha n the rest of the ma rket. 
The Russell 2000 index fell 
0 . 6 % 

BLEMISHED FORECAST: Nu 

Skin Enterprises fell 16.7% 
after the seller of skin care 
and nutritional products 
slashed its profit and rev¬ 
enue forecast for the year. 
The companyand otherdi- 
rect sellers of wellness prod¬ 
ucts are facing increased 
scrutiny from the Chinese 
government and that is 
hampering sales growth. 
Nu Skin gets 33%of its reve¬ 
nue from China, according 
to FactSetO 
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Mutts 


Conceptis Sudoku 



Blondie 


WOW, I JUST DREAMED THAT WE 
WON THE 189 MILLION DOLLAR 
POWER3ALL JA CKPQTU AND MV 
* OLD FLAME ‘ . 

HELEN HOTTIEMAN 1W/ 

SOLD US 
THE TICKET/ 


1 QUIT WORK AND SOUGHT ^ 
A FANCY CAR AND SOAT...ISNT 
THAT 




Mother Goose & Grimm 



• H FINALLY THS 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
CAME AND 0OT THE 
ELEVATOR POOR OPEN 



Baby Blues 



AK1P I'M 
PFETtN SUP6 
I WEAPP HIM 
SAY A 
NAUfeUTY 
UOOFP! 



PLUS. HE'S 
EATING 
opeos 

TUI-5- aose 
TO PINN6F! 



THEN GOLDILOCKS 
SAID, "THIS 
TATTLE FEELS 
JUST P16WT!' 



YtttBBESEEEEAAUGm 



THE WATER V 
HEATER MUST | ' * 

BE EMPTY / WOKLP- 
ASAIN. v 7 OUASS 
- _,_0^ \ <SOOS£- 

7 „ \ BUMPS' 
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1 
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8 





2 





7 

3 



Difficulty Level ★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Dry gully 
5 Brazilian dance 
10 Bleak; gloomy 

14 Kitchen cooker 

15 Dairy product 

16 Running contest 

17 Wealthy: Sp. 

18 Excludes irom 
the group 

20 Initials for 
Mamie’s man 

21 Singing couples 

22 City in England 

23 Acquire 
knowledge 

25 NT. book 

26 Tester fillers 

28 Sign of affection 

31 Immature form of 
an insect 

32 Express gratitude 
to 

34 AAA job 

36 “Queen for_” of 

old TV 

37 Being dishonest 

38 Mumbai dress 

39 Greeted 

40 In a_; sort of 

41 Hand protectors 

42 Giggle 

44 Pastor’s territory 

45 Helium or 
hydrogen 

46 Upper body 

47 Bar seat 

50 Show boldness 

51 Org. for Suns & 
Spurs 

54 Entrepreneur 

57 Name for a 
Beatle 

58 Lumberjack’s 
tools 

59 Italian staple 

60 Branches 

61 Breath 
freshener 

62 Do very well 

63 Proofer’s find 

DOWN 

1 Give one’s 
promise 

2 Fervent 

3 Slow down 

4 _ nutshell; 
concisely 

5 Uses Brillo 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 
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6 Firebug’s crime 

7 Citi Field 
squad 

8 Forbid entry to 

9 Doc’s org. 

10 Mourn 

11 Level a building 

12 On the rocks 

13 Muddle 

19 Cash register 
operator 

21 Big_ 

24 Covetousness 

25 Tolled 

26 Close noisily 

27 West Point 
pupil 

28 Malacca 

29 Not moving 

30 Out of _; 
grouchy 

32 Tim Daly’s sis 

33 “He’s got the 

whole world 
in_...” 

35 Aspiration; 
longing 

37 Bruce & Spike 

38 Knights 

40 Commandment 
verb 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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41 Female 
animal 

43 Self-promoter 

44 Door 

46 Single bite 

47 Illegal way to 
make money 

48 Cab 

49 Dentist’s 
directive 


50 Compact _; 

CD 

52 Baby _; sign of 
pregnancy 

53 ‘The Sun _ 
Rises”; Tyrone 
Power film 

55 Jungle animal 

56 Too lenient 

57 Light touch 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist, by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Fans in Italy root for 
clever biown bear to 
elude captivity 


Associated ness 
ROME(AP) —A brown bear 
in Italy haseluded capture 
for a third day, following 
its escape from an electri¬ 
fied enclosure in a forest¬ 
ed Alpine region. Appeals 
mounted urging authorities 
not to shoot it. 

It's not clear how the bear 
got past an electrified 
fence, then sea led a nearly 
4-meter (13-foot) high bar¬ 
rier. Days earlier, the bear 
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had been captured by for¬ 
est rangers after attacks on 
livestock. 

Environment Minister Ser¬ 
gio Costa tweeted "Don't 
shoot." He wants to avoid a 
replay of the 2014 death of 
a bear caused by a tran¬ 
quilizer dart after the ani¬ 
mal had attacked a mush¬ 
room hunter in the same 
region. Elsewhere on Twit¬ 
ter, some on Wednesday 
rooted for the bear. □ 

VACATION SPECIAL 
Aruba Beach Club 

week 29 july 20-27 $650,00 
week 30 july 27-aug.03 $650,00 
Sleeps 4 Resort on the beach 
Call 583 4403 / 560 3297 

_ 211533 

ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


SALE TIME SHARE 
Divi Dutch Village 

Studio wk27 7/6 room 13 
Wk35 8/11 $2850 
CDM AMB 1BR WK21,5/25 
$999 & WK29, 7/20 $2850 
rmwjmw@aol.com 508-651-016 
local 6/15 565-9394 


Classifieds 


FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

week 29, 2 bedrooms 
$6,000 sat-sat 
week 30 1 bedroom 
$5,000 sat-sat 
Pis call: 742 2576 
e-mail: 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 


FOR SALE 

Time Share weeks #30 & 31 
(Superior R.M) at A.B.C. Resort 
on the ground floor facing Casa 
del Mar garden and swimming 
pool. 

For information call 584 7598 or 
cel. 563 2885 


t«DAY 


Bondia 


How to 


h us! 



'P5RUBA 

TimeShare&dM 
Prtowte Owner 


TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba I La Cabana BRC 
Week 4 Unit 2353 - $7,000 | Week 29 & 30 Unit 4190 - $4,000 BOTH 

Week 26 Unit 2520 - $3,200 Week 30 Unit 227A - $3,500 
Week 27 Unit 2520 - $3,200 Week 33 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 27 Unit 2147 - $5,000 | Week 34 Unit 138A - $2,250 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 Week 36 Unit 124B - $4,000 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 ; Week 45 Unit 424 AB - $16,400 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 j Week 46 Unit 3T6C - $5,200 

now! 3 

CALL US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 


[ 




HEALTH 


Halley Time Travel 


Ambassador wings CDM $4 K 

1 BR WK # 28 Ground Floor 
La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Studio wk 29/30 
second floor Pool/Ocean 
Saturday $3500 each 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Goldseason 
1 BR Oceanview $5K 
2BR Oceanview $8K 
2BR Oceanfront $12K 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Studio WK27 frontvillas 
Grondfloor 17weeks $6K 
1 BR WK30 building6 
3rdflooor 32weeks $8,5K 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinumseason 
1 BR Oceanview $12K 
1BR Oceanfront $18K 
2BR Oceanview $18K 
2BR Oceanfront $28K 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK27 
Studio WK27/28 
30weeks $8,5K 1 BR 
Studio $7K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum Season 

2 BR Gardenview $15K 
2 BR Oceanview $17K 
2 BR Oceanside $18K 

2 BR Oceanfront $27K 

3 BR Oceanview $28K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Gold Season 
2 BR Gardenview $7K 
2 BR Oceanview $8K 
2 BR Oceanside $9K 

2 BR Oceanfront $12K 

3 BR Oceanview $15K 
Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Sta. Cruz Tel. 585 6890 
San Nicolas: 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



July 18 

Carnival Horizon 
Queen Elizabeth 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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In this Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2013 file photo, a dealer resets a deck of cards at a casino in Las 
Vegas. 

Associated Press 


Winners overtook rigged games' 
lac k of fairness, study finds 


BY SETH BORENSTEN 
AP Science WKter 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

When it comes to fairness 
and privilege, a new study 
finds it really is not about 
how you play the game. 
It's about whether you win 
orlose. 

A new experiment, played 
outasa card game, shows 
that even when the deck is 
literally stacked in people's 
favor — and they know it 
— most winners still think it's 
fair anyway. Losers don't, 
according to a study in 
Wednesday's journal Sci¬ 
ence Advances. 

The study 'tellsussomething 
about privilege and about 
society,"said BatesCollege 
sociologist Emily Kane, who 
wasn't pa rt of the research. 
"It reminds us how power¬ 
ful perceptions are — it's 
not just what is happening 
that matters, it's often more 
a matter of what we think 
is happening," she wrote in 
an email. 


Ihe research shows how 
people who have advan¬ 
tages in life can give them¬ 
selves too much credit in 
explaining how they got so 
fa r, Ka ne sa id. 

It all started when some 
Cornell University sociology 
graduate students were 
playing a card game that 
rewards someone who has 
already won. Study lead 
author Mario D. Molina no¬ 
ticed that people who won 
— because the rules ben¬ 
efited them — thought it 
was their skill, when it most¬ 
ly wasn't. 

So Molina and colleagues 
created their own game 
that would take away ran¬ 
domness as much as pos¬ 
sible and rewarded winners 
by letting them discard 
their worst cards and take 
away the losers' best cards. 
Nearly 1,000 players were 
shown how it works and 
how the game was rigged 
to help the winners. 

Ihe players were asked if 


the game was fair, based 
on luck or based on skill. 
Molina said 60% of the win¬ 
ners thought the game was 
fair, compared with 30% 
of the losers. And when it 
came to explaining who 
won, winners attributed it 
to talent three times more 
often than losers. 

Once the game got even 
more unfair, with a second 
round of card exchanges 
to further benefit the win¬ 
ners, far fewer winners 
thought the game was 
fair. Molina called that'the 
Warren Buffett effect," af¬ 
ter the billionaire who has 
called on higher taxes for 
the rich to level the playing 
field. 

Molina said this is just a 
game and noted that 
the players tended to be 
younger, whiter and richer 
than America asa whole — 
so using these results to ex¬ 
plain society more broadly 
could be too much of a 
leap. 

Yet he sa id it is useful when 
thinking about economic 
privilege. 

The main message of the 
study was pessimistic, said 
Eliot Smith, a brain sciences 
professorat Indiana Univer¬ 
sity who wasn't involved in 
the research: People have 
problems making moral 
judgments about fairness 
when it benefitsthem.Q 
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This J uly 13, 2019 photo provided by Guangzhou Vtolbaki Bio¬ 
tech shows male Aedesalbopictus mosquitoes in a container at 
the company's lab in Guangzhou, China, prepared for release. 

Associated Press 

Scientists find new 
way to kill disease- 
canying mosquitoes 


NEWYORK(AP) — Sc ientists 
say they nearly eliminated 
disease-carrying mosqui¬ 
toes on two islands in Chi¬ 
na using a new technique. 
The downside: It may not 
be practical for larger ar¬ 
eas and may cost a lot of 
money. 

In the experiment, re¬ 
searchers targeted Asian 
tiger mosquitoes, invasive 
white-striped bugsthatcan 
spread dengue fever, Zika 
and other diseases. They 
used a novel approach for 
pest control: First, they in¬ 
fected the bugs with a vi¬ 
rus-fighting bacterium, and 
then zapped them with a 
small dose of radiation. 
Spping is meant to steril¬ 
ize the mosquitoes. And re¬ 
leasing mosquitoes infect¬ 
ed with a bacterial strain 
not found in wild mosqui¬ 
toes would stop them from 
reproducing. Mosquitoes 
need to have the same 
type to make young that 
will survive. 

For 18 weeks in 2016 and 
2017, the team led by Zhi- 
yong Xi at Michigan State 
University released male 
mosquitoes onto two small 
islands near Guangzhou, 
China, a region plagued 
by dengue fever. The num¬ 
ber of female mosquitoes 
responsible for disease 
spread plummeted by 83% 
to 94%each year, similarto 
other methods like spray¬ 
ing insecticides and using 
genetically modified mos¬ 
quitoes. Some weeks, there 
were no signs of disease- 


carrying mosquitoes. 

No technique so far has 
had that kind of success, Xi 
said. 

The problem, though, was 
that it required swarm¬ 
ing the islands with lots of 
mosquitoes, up to 4 million 
each week. Over the two 
years, the number totaled 
to around 200 million mos¬ 
quitoes released. 

The findings appear 
Wednesday in the journal 
Nature. 

Scott O'Neill of the World 
Mosquito Program was 
concerned by the number 
of bugs needed for even 
these small islands, the 
largest of which was three 
times the size of New York's 
Central Park. 

"It'shard forme to see how 
this can be scaled up" to 
help residents, he said in an 
email. 

Biologist Brian Lovett at 
the University of Maryland 
in Bethesda said this isn't a 
once and done process. 
'You have to keep doing it. 
And if you don't keep do¬ 
ing it, then populationscan 
fairly quickly reestablish," 
he said. 

That's exactly what hap¬ 
pened in the experiment: 
Mosquitoes either buzzed 
in or matured from young 
larvae to replace those 
that died. It's going to re¬ 
quire constant monitoring 
and, potentially, a lot of 
money, Lovett said. 

Costs will go down as the 
technology advances, the 
researchers said. □ 
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'Lion King 1 composer Ha ns Zimmer finds circle of life 



Thisjuly 10, 2019 photo shows composer Hans Zimmer posing fora portrait atthe Montage Hotel 
in Beveriy hills, Calif., to promote the film 'The Lion King." 

Associated Press 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
LOS ANG ELES (AP) — Com¬ 
poser Hans Zimmer can't 
seem to get away from 
'The Lion King." 

The emotional score has 
gotten him jobs, his only 
Oscar and secured him a 
place in the hearts of chil¬ 
dren and adults But he 
wasn't sure he wanted to 
come back when Jon Fa- 
vreau approached him to 
revisit the soundtrack for his 
technologically advanced 
reimagining of the animat¬ 
ed film, which opens na¬ 
tionwide Thursday night. 

"I'm always the one saying 
no to everything," Zimmer, 
61, said. "I suppose I'm the 
reluctant bride." 

He only agreed to do 'The 
Lion King" a quarter of a 
centuryago because of his 
daughter. She was6atthe 
time, and his movies at that 
point weren't exactly child- 
friendly. 

"I couldn't take her to a 
Tony Scott bloodbath,"Zim¬ 
mer said. 

He had one stipulation: 


That it wasn't going to be a 
musical. 

"I said I don't want to do a 
musical, I hate musicals," 
Zimmer said. "And they 
said, we'll guarantee you 


thiswill not become a musi¬ 
cal ever." How it ended up 
that way is, "anotherstory." 
But it'snotthe only way'The 
Lion King" diverged from 
his expectations What he 


thought was going to be a 
"nice cartoon" turned into 
something much darker. 
The story about a young 
prince who loses his fa- 
therhita nerve for Zimmer, 


who also lost his father at a 
young age. 

"All that stuff that one had 
managed to cover up so 
well, I had to go and open 
up and actually write from 
that point," Zimmer said. "I 
had to write what it felt like 
to be a little boy who loses 
his father." 

And yet Zimmer is always 
somewhat surprised to find 
that people have such a 
connection to it. Terrence 
Malick only approached 
him for 'The Thin Red Line," 
which would earn him an¬ 
other Oscar nomination, 
because of'The Lion King." 
He remembers being at a 
dinner with Malick, Wer¬ 
ner Herzog and others and 
overhearing, 'The voices of 
the two great filmmakers 
passionately arguing with 
each other which piece in 
The Lion King' they prefer." 
"I'm going, they're talking 
about a KIDS movie," Zim- 
mersaid, still slightly baffled 
and amused. 'Terry Malick 
and Wemer Herzog argu¬ 
ing about The Lion King!"0 


Fa ns to descend on San Diego for the 50th Comic-Con 



In this Thuisday, J uly 19, 2018, file photo, attendees Mic hael Mijerark, left; and Ryan Trent; center, 
dress as knights from "Whrcrafi;" atComic-Con International in San Diego. 

Associated Press 


By UNDSEY BAHR 
IDS ANGELES (AP) — Dust 
off your Captain Marvel 
cosplay, San Diego Comic- 
Con is here. 

The four-and-a-half day 
convention kicks off 
Wednesday when the 
show room floor opens to 
thousands vying for exclu¬ 
sive merchandise, from art 
to toys Later, Warner Bros 
will get things going with a 
ScareDiego event promis¬ 
ing some hair-raising new 
footage from "It: Chapter 
Two." 

'We have some exciting 
footage but I can't go into 
details," said "It" director 
Andy Musehietti. "But I think 
it's going to be worth it for 
the fa ns to go and watch." 
Movie fans will also get a 
look at Paramount's 'Ter¬ 
minator Dark Fate" at a 
Hall H presentation Thurs¬ 
day, and on Saturday be 
treated to a Marvel Studios 
presentation with its presi¬ 
dent, Kevin Feige. Details 
forthe Marvel show are be¬ 
ing kept under wraps, but 
many expect Feige and his 


"special guests" will outline 
the plans for Phase 4 of the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
which could include an¬ 
nouncements about "Black 
Widow," "Guardians of the 


Galaxy Vol. 3," "Shang-Chi" 
and 'The Eternals" 

The movie fare is lighter 
than usual, however. A few 
of the studios have chosen 
to sit this yea rout, like Sony, 


which is already clean¬ 
ing up at the box office 
with '5pider-Man: Far From 
Home," and Universal Pic¬ 
tures, which doesn't have 
any superheroes on its 


slate at all. Although War¬ 
ner Bros, is coming with "It: 
Chapter Two," it does not 
have a big Hall H presen¬ 
tation planned for any of 
its DC properties like 'Jok¬ 
er" and the Harley Quinn 
spinoff "Birds of Prey." And 
there will be no 'Star Wars" 
news either. 

"If anything, the exiting of 
some movie studios has 
made more room for TV 
and TV is just the best of 
the best right now," said 
Perri Nemiroff, a senior 
producer for Collider.com 
and host of the YouTube 
series Movie Talk. Television 
enthusiasts will have their 
pick, whether they want 
one last go-around the 
cast of a show that'sended 
(like 'Game of Thrones" and 
"Supernatural"), to check 
in with some old favorites 
('The Walking Dead," "The 
Good Place," "Westworid," 
"Arrow," "Rick and Morty" 
and "Riverdale"), or get 
first look at a new proper¬ 
ty (such as 'Snowpiercer," 
"StarTrek: Picard" and 'The 
Witcher")0 
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Illegal or just immoral? Film explores texting suicide case 


By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated ness 
BOSTON (AP) — Michelle 
Carter sent her suicidal 
boyfriend countless text 
messages encouraging 
him to follow through on his 
plan to take his own life un¬ 
til he actually did. 

Two years after Carter was 
convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter in a case 
that gripped the nation, 
the director of a new doc¬ 
umentary wants viewers 


to decide for themselves 
whether her actions were 
criminal. 

"Fhe two-part film, debuting 
J uly 9 on HBO, digs into the 
legal case against Carter 
and explores a different 
side to the young Massa¬ 
chusetts woman portrayed 
by prosecutors as a cruel 
manipulator who coaxed 
Conrad Roy III into killing 
himself for attention. 

'There was this very simple 
story put forth that Michelle 
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This Feb. 11, 2019, booking photo released by the Bristol County Sheriffs Office shows Michelle 
Carter, convicted for sending a barrage of text messages urging boyfriend Conrad Roy III to kill 
himself. 

Associated Press 


Carter was this good- 
looking ice queen that set 
about to kill a young man 
to become popular," said 
Erin Lee Carr, the director 
of "I Love You, Now Die: 
The Commonwealth V. Mi¬ 
chelle Carter." "I knew that 
thatwasn'tgoing to be cor¬ 
rect, but it would ultimately 


be the narrative that was 
set forth by the prosecu¬ 
tion." 

The documentary is com¬ 
ing to "IV sc reensasCa iter's 
lawyers appeal her case 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Carter, now 22, began 
serving her 15-month jail 
sentence in February, but 


her attorneys a re expected 
to file their appeal with the 
nation's highest court by 
July 8. 

Carter opted fora bench 
trial, which means a judge 
decided herfate. Carr says 
she wants the film to act as 
the jury trial Carter didn't 
geto 


The Harming Ups' concept album will 
blow your mind 



This image released by Wfamer Bios Records shows "King's 
Mouth: Music and Songs" by The Flaming Lips 

Associated Ftaess 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
The Flaming Lips, "King's 
Mouth: Music and Songs" 
(Warner Bros.) 

The new album by The 
Flaming Lips is a head trip 
— literally. 


The ever-evolving, mind- 
blowing alt-rockers have 
somehow upped their 
game with a concept al¬ 
bum and accompanying 
art project that takes us 
into a giant head. Weird? 
Yes Thrilling? Of course. This 


is the Lips, after a II. 

"King's Mouth: Music and 
Songs" is a beautifully craft¬ 
ed psychedelic album that 
may remind you of early 
Genesis in its musicianship 
and ambition. Some songs, 
like the cinematic "Mother 
Universe" are instrumental, 
others have sound effects 
and the album is narrated 
by The Clash'sMickJ ones. 

It traces the life of a giant 
king, from birth to grave, 
growing in complexity and 
abstraction through its 12 
tracks, from baby to adult¬ 
hood. The king dies hero¬ 
ically, and the townsfolk 
honor him by cutting off 
his head, dipping it in steel 
and celebrating his lega¬ 
cy by spending time in it. 
Does that sound strange? 
Yes. See above. "Inside the 
king's mouth/They entered 
into the hope of a future 
that has yet to be lived/ 
Raining down dream upon 
dream/With love from 
above," go the lyrics to 
"Mouth of the King.'Q 
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'Game of Thrones' reigns with record 32 Emmy nominations 



This image released by HBO shows Emilia C larke, left and Kit Harington in a scene fiom the final episode of 'Game of Thrones." 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated ness 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — HBO's 
'Game of "Thrones" slashed 
its way to a record-setting 
32 Emmy nominations Tues¬ 
day for its eighth and final 
season, leading HBO back 
to dominance over Netf- 
lix, the streaming service 
that bumped it last year 
from atop the increasingly 
crowded television heap. 
"The bloodthirsty saga'stota I 
eclipsed the all-time series 
record of 27 nods earned 
by "NYPD Blue" in 1994. 

If 'Game of "Thrones" suc¬ 
cessfully defends it best 
drama series title and 
claims a fourth trophy, it 
will join the quartet of most- 
honored dramas that in¬ 
cludes "Hill Street Blues," 
"LA. Law," "The West Wing" 
and "Mad Men." 

"The Emmy voters' acclaim 
stands in sharp contrast to 
fan reaction to the show's 
last hurrah, which included 
howls of laughter for a to- 
go coffee cup inadvertent¬ 
ly included in one scene 
and a finale that detrac¬ 
tors called unsatisfying. But 
the show's ratings neverfal- 
tered for the series based 
on George R.R. Martin's 
novels, setting new highs 
for HBO. 

A wealth of recognition for 
the cast and guest stars , 
including the show's only 
previous winner, Peter Din- 
klage with three awards, 
helped 'Game of "Thrones" 
add to its already record 
haul of nominations, now 
at 161 total. 

Series star Emilia Clarke's 
decision to seek a best 
actress nomination after a 
series of supporting actress 
bids paid off. She's com¬ 
peting in a category that's 
notable for its diversity, in¬ 
cluding past winner Viola 
Da vis for "How to Get Away 
with Murder" and repeat 
nominee Sandra Ohfor'Kill- 
ing Eve," who has another 
chance to become the first 
actress of Asian descent to 
win the trophy. She lost last 
year to Claire FoyforNetf- 
lix's "The Crown." 

Two actors of color, Billy 
Porter for "Pose" and previ- 
ouswinnerSterling K. Brown 
for 'This Is Us," earned dra¬ 
ma series nods. 

The rest of the drama series 


field includes "Better Call 
Saul," "Bodyguard," "Killing 
Eve," "Ozark," "Pose," "Suc¬ 
cession" and, as the only 
network entry, 'This is Us." 
Mandy Moore, who plays 
the NBC drama's matriarch, 
earned herfirst best actress 
nod, with fellow cast mem¬ 
ber Chris Sullivan earning 
his first nod, for supporting 
actor. 

Last year's best comedy 
series, 'The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel," led the comedy 
pack with 20 bids, including 
for its star and defending 
champion Rachel Brosna- 
han. 

"I'm at the dog park this 
morning with my fur chil¬ 
dren and started getting a 
lot of texts a nd phone calls 
all at once. I'm so excited 
to leam that the 'Maisel' 
family has been invited 
back to the party. This cat¬ 
egory is ridiculous I can't 
believe I get to be a part of 
anything with these amaz¬ 
ing women," Brosnahan 
told The Associated Press. 
She'll vie with Emmy record- 
holder J ulia Louis-Dreyfus 
of'Veep," who didn't com¬ 
pete in last year's awards 
because her breast cancer 
treatment delayed pro¬ 
duction of the political sat¬ 
ire. Louis-Dreyfus, who with 
C loris Lea chman shares the 
record formost Emmyswon 
by a performer, eight, hasa 


shot at solo glory if she wins 
again. 

The final season of 'Veep" 
received nine nominations, 
including a best support¬ 
ing actress bid for Anna 
Chlumsky. 

"I'm feeling really jazzed. It 
might be the coffee I just 
had. But this feels so much 
sweeter because it's the 
last time around for this 
show,"she said. 

There was no warm and 
fuzzy goodbye for 'The Big 
Bang Theory," the long- 
running sitcom that failed 
to capture a best comedy 
nod or any for its actors. 
The show has company 
in other hit sitcoms of the 
past: Neither "Friends" nor 
"Frasier' 1 were nominated 
for best series for their final 
year, both in 2004. 

TV academy members' 
out-with-the-old approach 
created openings for a 
number of buzzy com¬ 
edy newcomers and their 
stars and creators, includ¬ 
ing Phoebe Waller-Bridge's 
"Fleabag" and Natasha Ly- 
onne's "Russian Doll." Other 
best comedy contenders 
include "Barry," which won 
acting trophies last yea rfor 
Bill Hader and Henry Win¬ 
kler, and sole network entry 
'The Good Place." 

A surprising entry: the quirky 
"Schitt's Creek," which re¬ 
ceived its first best com¬ 


edy series nomination for 
its penultimate season and 
bids for stars Eugene Levy 
and Catherine O'Hara. 
Other top nominees in¬ 
clude the nuclear disaster 
miniseries 'Chernobyl" with 
19 nominations and "Satur¬ 
day Night Uve,"which drew 
on Robert De Niro's talents 
to play Robert Mueller last 
season, with 18. 'WhenThey 
See Us," the miniseries that 
dramatized the Central 
Park Five case and itsafter- 
math, received 16 bids 
'Thankyou to the real men 
for inviting me to tell their 
story,"tweeted Ava DuVer- 
nay, executive producerof 
'When They See Us" 

The leading miniseries 
nominee is "Fosse/Verdon," 
the biopic about dancer 
Gwen Verdon and chore¬ 
ographer Bob Fosse that 
earned 17 bids, including 
the first Emmy nominations 
for stars Michelle Williams 
and Sam Rockwell. 

There was a significant 
drop in diversity among 
this year's group of nomi¬ 
nees compared to 2018, 
when more than a third of 
the 101 nominees in act¬ 
ing categories were ethnic 
minorities. This year, the fig¬ 
ure waslessthan a quarter, 
with diversity especially ab¬ 
sent in comedy. 

Just two of the 26 acting 
nominees were people of 


color — Anthony Ander¬ 
son for "black-ish" and Don 
Cheadle for "Black Mon¬ 
day" — and three of the 
four categories had only 
white nominees 
Categories dominated 
by the overwhelmingly 
white 'Game of Thrones" 
were also short on inclu¬ 
sion , including supporting 
actress in a drama — zero 
nominees — and support¬ 
ing drama actor, with only 
Giancarlo Esposito of "Bet¬ 
ter Call Saul" receiving a 
nomination. 

In the overall tally contest 
among outlets, HBO re¬ 
ceived a whopping 137 
nominations Tuesday, rid¬ 
ing the dragon wings of 
'Game of Thrones" and the 
big tallies for 'Chernobyl" 
and "Barry." Netflix, which 
last year ended HBO's 17- 
year reign to win the most 
Emmy nominations, was 
bumped to second this 
year with 117. Amazon's 
Prime Video was second 
to Netflix among streamers 
with 47 nominations 
Broadcast networks, steadi¬ 
ly eclipsed by the rise of 
cable and now streaming, 
were far behind, with NBC 
getting 58 nodsto top CBS' 
43, ABC's26 and Fox's 18. 
The 71st Emmy Awards 
will air Sept. 22 on Fox, 
with the host yet to be 
announcedO 
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Badlands and history in Theodore Roosevelt National Rark 


By BE1HJ. HARPAZ 
Associated FYess 


ed bison and invested in a 
ranch near Medora. He'd 


a car (unlimited mileage, 
of course). We then drove 
600 miles (965 kilometers) 
north through Wyoming 
and South Dakota to the 
tiny North Dakota town of 
Medora (population 132), 
at the entrance to the 
park's South Unit. 
Fortunately, those 600 miles 
were easily done in a day, 
thanks to speed limits of 75 
and 80 mph (120-128 kph) 
in many spots, and little traf¬ 
fic outside Colorado. Still, it 
felt like we were heading 
to a pretty remote place, 
and I wondered if the park 
would hold its own against 
national parks I'd visited 
in Alaska, Hawaii and the 
Southwest, not to mention 
Yellowstone and Yosemite. 


Framing it all were the fa¬ 
mous badlands stretching 
to the horizon: flat-topped 
stone formations with stri¬ 
ated slopes in tawny yel¬ 
lows and russet reds, dot¬ 
ted with bright green trees 
and patches of grass. "They 
looked like the crusty paws 
of some massive alien 
creature on the verge of 
rising up. 

We did most of the hikes 
along the loop drive, some 
just a few minutes' walk to 
an overlook, others 20 to 
40 minutes along hilly trails 
covering a mile ormore. At 
every stop, we were awed 
by the scenery, from the as¬ 
tonishing palette of earthy 
hues to the stone shapes 
etching land and sky. 
ROOSEVELTS STORY 
An exhibit atthe visitorcen- 
tertells Roosevelt's story. On 
his first visit in 1883, he hunt- 


MEDORA, N.D. (AP) — For 

travelers looking to visit all 
50 states, North Dakota is 
often one of the last to be 
checked off. It's not exactly 
on the way to anywhere 
else, and flying there is ex¬ 
pensive. 

It ended up being 49th on 
my 50-state quest (sorry, 
Idaho!). Part of the chal¬ 
lenge was deciding what 
to do there and how to 
get there. I had to choose 
between visiting Fargo in 
eastern North Dakota (and 
the name of one of my fa¬ 
vorite movies) or Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park in 
the west. It's 330 miles (530 
kilometers) between them, 
and I didn't have time for 
both on a week-long road 
trip that a Iso included Mon¬ 
tana's Glacier National 
Park and Idaho's Craters of 
the Moon. 

In the end, Roosevelt Park 
won out. Photos of its bad- 
la ndsand prairiesenchant- 
ed me, and the story of 
Teddy Roosevelt's sojourn 
there following the deaths 
of his wife and mother on 
the same day intrigued 
me. What was it about this 
place that allowed this fu¬ 
ture president to grieve 
and recover— while atthe 
same time inspiring him to 
become one of America's 
most influential conserva¬ 
tionists? I needed to see it 
for myself. 

GETTING THERE 
My husband and I flew to 
Denver — by air from New 
York, the cheapest jump¬ 
ing-off point — and rented 


This Sept 3, 2017 photo shows a cabin that Theodore Roosevelt lived in, open to visitois at Theo¬ 
dore Roosevelt National Fteik in Medoia, N.D. 

Associated ness 


About 700,000 people visit 
Roosevelt Park yearly, com¬ 
pared to the more than 
3 million annual visitors at 
places like Montana's Gla¬ 
cier Pa rk. 

THE LOOP AND WILDLIFE 

Teddy Roosevelt Park is 
open 24 hours daily. We 
arrived at 7:30 a.m. one 
day at the tail end of last 
summer. Map in hand, we 
drove the 36-mile (58-kilo- 
meter) scenic loop around 
the park's South Unit, stop¬ 
ping a t ma ny of the nea rly 
20 points of interest along 
the way. 

Within minutes, we came 
upon a prairie dog town. 
Dozensofthe tiny creatures 
scampered backand forth, 
popping in and out of little 
holes amid scrubby grass¬ 
es. We'd see three more 
prairie dog towns before 
we completed the loop, 
along with wild horsesgraz- 
ing on a hill by the roadside 
and in another spot, a herd 
of bison. "The wildlife en¬ 
counters were thrilling and 
unexpected surprises. 

THE LANDSCAPE 
The landscape wasthrilling 
too. The scent of sage per¬ 
fumed the air, and bursts 
of red foliage punctuated 
the gray-green grasslands 
Stripes of peach, cream 
and mud-brown earth and 
stone lined the curving 
banks of the Little Missouri 
River. 


been a state assemblyman 
in his native New York, but 
after his mother and wife 
both died on Feb. 14,1884, 
he left politic sand returned 
to the badlands to moum 
his losses He lived in a small 
ponderosa pine cabin now 
located just steps from the 
visitor center. It's furnished 
with period pieces and 
some of his belongings, in¬ 
cluding his traveling trunk, 
a replica of his writing desk 
and a rocking chair. 
Roosevelt lived the cow¬ 
boy life, spending days 
riding and herding in what 
was considered America's 
last frontier. His experienc¬ 
es there were formative: 
He lost more than $24,000 
when blizzards decimated 
the cattle he'd invested in. 
He witnessed the environ¬ 
mental damage done by 
overgrazing. And he real¬ 
ized that the bison, who 
once roamed the plains in 
the millions, had dwindled 
to the hundreds. 

Roosevelt wrote three 
books inspired by his West¬ 
ern sojourn. He eventually 
returned to politics, serv¬ 
ing as New York governor 
and from 1901-1909, asU.S. 
president. His accomplish¬ 
ments included the conser¬ 
vation of 230 million acres 
of land, a legacy that led 
to the creation of the Na¬ 
tional Pa rk Se rvic e in 1916. 
For me, Roosevelt Park 
ranks among the most in¬ 
teresting and beautiful I've 
seen. I wish I hadn't waited 
so long to visit, and I hope 
someday to go back and 
absorb more of the place 
that Roosevelt called "a 
land of vast silent spaces — 
a place of grim beauty.'O 


This Sept 3, 2017 photo shows bison grazing at Theodore Roos¬ 
evelt National Raik in Medora, N.D. 


This Sept 3, 2017 photo shows a "Do not feed the prairie dogs" 
sign at Theodore Roosevelt National Raikin Medora, N.D. 

Associated Press 
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